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GENERAL EDITOR'S NOTE 


THis Dictionary has been reprinted photographically from the 
original edition, which was compiled in Tokyo for the Institute for 
Research in English Teaching and published there in 1942. 
Attention is directed to the Addenda on pp. 1513-17, consisting 
have come into use since then. 

For many of the special features of this Dictionary the compilers 
are much indebted to Dr. H. E. Palmer, first, Director of the Institute 
for Research in English Feaching, Fokvo. For example, the notes 
adverbial particles and anomalous 


mainly of words which 


on the special features of the 
finites (see pp. vi) are based on his work. 

A. S. Hornby is responsible for the Intfoduction and for the 
definitions of the chief determinatives, adverbial particles, anomalous 


finites, prepositions, andysuch ‘heavy duty words’ as put, pull, sct, 


take, so, and as. 

The compilers wish to express th 
Inazawa for her valuable help wi 
suggestions concerning American usage. 

A. S. HORNBY 


vir thanks to Mrs. Kate Goodman 
th the proof-reading and for 


numerous useful 


June 1948 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


Tue publication of two other dictionaries for learners of the language 
—The Progressive English Dictionary and An English-Reader's 
Dictionary—makes desirable the slight change in the title of the 
present work, which has hitherto been called A Learner's Dictionary 
of Current English. 3 

The Oxford University Press now offers a series of three Engelis} 
Dictionaries, compiled under Mr. A. S; Hornby's editorship eks. 1 
for learners at the elementary, intermediate and advanced st 


respectively. 


ally 
ages, 


December 1952 
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INTRODUCTION 


This Idiomatic and Syntactic English Dictionary 
has been compiled-to meet the needs of foreign students 
of English. It is called “ Idiomatic and Syntactic" be- 
cause the compilers have made it their aim to give 
as much useful information as possible concerning 
idioms and syntax. It is hoped that the dictionary will 
be of value to those who are learning English as a 
foreign language, not only throughout the British Empire 
but also in other countries throughout the world. 


Vocabulary 


The words selected for inclusion in this volume are 
those that the foreign student of English is likely to 
meet in his studies up to the time when he enters a 
university. After this he will probably need a dictionary 
with a larger vocabulary for reading purposes, though 
for writing English he will continue to find this volume 
useful. 

Most archaic words, or those which are likely to 
occur only in purely scientific and technical contexts, 
have been excluded. Colloquial and slang words and 


fpressions have been included if they are of the sort 
ikely to be found in books (e. g. modern fiction and 
drama) read by studen i 


ts. Foreign words and Latin 
words and phrases of comn ‘c i `nglis 
a ON occurrence in English 

have also been included. ” 


ed lobster, i Pa ee 2e “Caton An 
$ : À ed ten-footed long- 
first pair of feet, bluish-black “ten ren WS formed by the 
certain words in thi ene js likely to be puzzled by 
Stalk-eyed ” and “ crus- 
C.O. D. Was mot written 


Introduction 


specially for him. The ordinary user of the C.O.D. is 
likely to be a person who knows quite well what a lob- 
ster is and who refers to this word in a dictionary only 
when he needs exact and scientific information of the 
kind given in the above admirably concise and complete 
definition. The foreign student usually needs only to 
identify the new word. This new dictionary supplies 
him with a picture, which in itself is probably enough 
for his purpose, without the brief definition that accom- 


panies it. 

No special definition vocabulary has been used. It 
would have been possible, perhaps, by long experiment 
to arrive at a vocabulary of two or three thousand 
words adequate to define the whole number of words 
dealt with. But the compilers could have no confidence 
that the definition vocabulary would be known to the 
prospective users of the dictionary. It seemed better 
to make definitions on the general principle (1) that 
common words should be explained by means of other 
common words (with the useful addition of synonyms 
which are less common) or by means of pictures or dia- 
grams, and (2) that less common words (likely to be 
met with only when the learner has already acquired a 
vocabulary of several thousand words) should be defined 


by the use of a wider vocabulary. 


Illustrations 


This volume contains 1406 illustrations. In the Ap- 
pendix there are illustrations, of words used in sports 
and music. These have been included because all over 
the world to-day Western games and music are very 


popular. 


Pronunciation 


Pronunciation is shown by means of th 
adopted by the International Phonetic yer fr mbols 
key to these symbols appears on page xxvi. on A 
This system has been used in preference to 
because it is exact and scientific. Once lear: others 
symbols are of value in the learning of other langa Vrese 


They are essential in any language text-b ages. 
Syllabification has been indicated, eel 
to pronunciation and partly to guide learners a help 


on the 


vi Introduction 

question of how to divide words in writing and typing. 
A double hyphen (=) indicates that the word is to be 
hyphened on all occasions. Unfortunately there are no 
standards on this question and usage varies greatly. 
In general the C.O. D. has been followed. 


Spelling 


Where American spelling differs from English, both 
American and English forms have been given. Thus, 
theatre is entered as theatre, -ter. In the case of -our 
words, the # has been placed within parentheses to in- 
dicate that it is omitted in American spelling. Some 
words which have double | in English (e.g. traveller) 
have only a single 1 in American. The second | is 
placed within parentheses to indicate this. Two excep- 
tions are wilful and skilful. These words have only 
one L in English but may have two V's in American. 


Notes on Type 


Definitions and notes are printed in roman type. 
Illustrative phrases and sentences are printed in italic 
type, often with explanations or paraphrases in roman 
type and within parentheses, Idioms, phrases. colloca- 
tions and compounds (when these are ‘not main entries) 
are in small bold-face type. When such a phrase or 
collocation has more than one meaning these meanings 


Parentheses. Go 


l . The semantic 
are indicated by numerals 


of, for example, has eight definitions 
varieties of each main entry 
in black circles, @, @, @. etc. 


Square brackets indicate alternatives and arentheses 


s. Thus, the entry sa ut in] a 

(good) word for means that put in mias hes sek. NE 
for say and that good may be omitted. It stands for the 
following :— 

Say a good word for, 

Put in a good word for, 

say a word for, 

put in a word for. 

. The asterisk (*) indicates CrOSS-refe i 
minstrel there is given, in Parentheses, mj. eee se 8 
On turning to the entry at nigger, the reader will find a 
picture of a nigger minstrel. owe ý 


NOTES ON SYNTAX 


Terminology 


The terms used for parts of speech in this Dictionary are for the 
Most part those which have been sanctioned by usage. In a few cases, 
terms not yet widely used have been employed. The new terms are 
anomalous finite, determinative, adverbial particle, and conjunctive. They 
were introduced by Dr. H. E. Palmer, the first Director of the Institute 
for Research in English aching, and have since been used by this 
Institute in its publications. They are retained here because they are 
considered helpful to foreign students who are learning English. ` 


The Anomalous Verbs 


The anomalous verbs are shown in the following table: 


Non-finite forms Finite forms 
AE Present Past Present | Preterite 
Infinitive | Participle | Participle Tense | Tense 
1 be being been am, is, are | was, were 
2 have having | had | have, has had 
3 do | doing | done do, does did 
4 = — | - shall should 
5 = — | _ will would 
6 a — se || can could 
7 = — -- | may might 
8 = — | must — 
9 re a ll ought. = 
10 as = — | need — 
11 = — — | dare — 
12 ime Es | — i — used 


The 24 finite forms on the right-hand side of this table are very 
important in English syntax. The grammar mechanisms of Affirmation, 
Negation and Interrogation cannot clearly be explained without reference 


to them. 
Negative 
The negative sentence is made by placing the adverb not after the 
anomalous finite. 
you can — you cannot; they ought — they 


Thus, I am — I am not; j 
ought not. If an affirmative sentence contains no _anomalous finite, the 
non-anomalous finite must first be replaced by using the corresponding 


compound tense, thus introducing do, does or did (anomalous finites) 
Thus, I go — I do go — I do not go; he went — he did go — he did 


not go. 
Interrogative 


The chief mechanism for expressing the formal interrogative i 
English (and many European languages) is inversion of aD ei eer ite a 
Thus, 7 am — am I? you ought — ought you? they used —» used oe 
they : 


vill 


In modern English only the anomalous finites are normally placed 
before the subject. (Went you is archaic or biblical and such con- 
structions as “ Yes," said he are exceptional.) If an affirmative sentence 
contains no anomalous finite, the procedure described above for the 
legative is followed. 

Thus, he comes — he does come — does he come? they came — they 
lid come — did they come? 


Other examples of subject and finite inversion (always with one of 
he 24 anomalous finites) may be seen in sentences which contain a 
ront-shifted adverbial. 


E.g. Not only did they expect us but... ; 
In no other way can the matter be explained. 
I was late and so was the other man. 


The 24 anomalous finites are constantly used to avoid repetition. 
This is seen clearly in answers to questions requiring a yes or no in 
he answer, and answers in which the subject is the essential part. 

E.g. Have you read that book ? Yes, | have. (Instead of have read 

that book.) 
Shall you be seeing him soon? Yes, I shall. (Instead of shall be 
seeing him soon.) 


Who discovered America? Columbus did. (Instead of discovered 
America.) 


The 24 anomalous finites are used in other ways, e.g. 
(a) In Disjunctive Questions :— 
You can’t come, can you? 
You can come, can’t you? 
He arrived late, didn't he? 
(b) In constructions expressing also and also not:— 
1 can go there and so can you. 
I went there and so did you. 
1 can’t go; nor can you. 
I didn’t go; nor did you. 
(c) In comments which confirm or contradict :— 
You told us that yesterday. Oh, yes, so I did! 
Why didn’t you tell us that yesterday? But I did! 


Although the term anomalous finite is not yet widely used, it is desir- 
ible to have a special name for a group of finites which are so im- 
ortant in syntax. The term irregular verb is not possible because it 
s applied to such verbs as £9, come and write. The term defective verb 


s unsuitable because thr nd do 
are not defective. pon ap n, ane a l 


: ) i j om, 
non-anomalous forms. How otherwi nto anomalous an 
have you and do you have, 


€ ha ; learly ? 
For a u description of these and other acon Bosna of the 
24 ae tig ae mires; the reader is referred to Dr. Palmer's pamphlet 

The nomalous Emites” (LR.E.T., Department of Education, Tokyo) 


mar” (Longmans, Green & Co., London). 


Determinatives 


The term determinative is used of such words as a, an, the, this, these, 
that, those, some, any, no, none, many, much, first, second, next, last, his, 
her, hers, their and theirs. 

It is a convenient term for all those words which usually come under 
such headings as the articles, demonstrative adjectives and pronouns, 
possessive adjectives and pronouns, adjectives of indefinite quantity, 
cardinal and ordinal numbers, etc. 

The term determinative indicates a word which may be used to modify 
nouns (as this Book, two books, some books) or pronominally (as in Give 
me that; | want two; We hi some). Many of the determinatives are 
identical in form whether they are used as modifiers or in place of 
nouns (e.g. this, his). A few differ in form (e.g. no, none; her, hers). The 
word drierminatif is used in French grammar for words of this kind. 
Briefly, a determinative is a word which determines something about the 
word which it modifies or for which it stands, but does not describe it. 

In this Dictionary most words of this kind are indicated as deter- 
minatives (abbreviated to det.) and also by the more usual term. In the 
case of numerals, only det. has been used. Thus three is marked det. 
In three boxes, three is a determinative used as a modifier or an adjec- 
tive: in three and three make six, three and six are determinatives used 


pronominally. 


Adverbial Particles 


The term adverbial particle is used to designate an adverb of a par- 
ticular class differing in many ways from other adverbs. In most cases 
these adverbs (e.g. about, by, down, in, off, on, over, round, through, up) 
are şo used as prepositions. k 
They are important because they enter into combinations with verbs 
to form collocations such as blow up (explode), leave off (stop), go on, 
(continue), give in (yield), give up (abandon), make out (understand). 

Another important feature of the adverbial particles is their position 
in the sentence. The following points should be well known to all 
learners who wish to write good English. 

(1) When there is no direct object in the sentence, the adverbial 
particle follows the verb immediately. 

E.g. Come in. Do not give up, whatever happens. 

(2) When there is a direct object which is a personal pronoun, the 
adverbial particle is placed after, not before, the personal pronoun. 

E.g. I cannot make it out. Put them on. Throw him out. 

(3) When there is a direct object which is not a personal pronoun 
the adverbial particle may be placed either before or after the direct 
object. 

E.g. Put your coat on. He put on his coat. 

In sentences where the direct object is long (e.g. when it is a no 
clause), it is preferable to place the adverbial particle with the verb un 
before the direct object. , and 

E.g. He gave away cvery book that he possessed. 

(Cf. He gave his ree ed 

4) 'The adverbial particles may be placed at N 
euch amie sentences. the beginning of 

E.g. In you go! Away they went! Off went John! 

Note that in sentences of this kind subject and fini 

ite verb are inverteg 


x 
if the subject is a noun but not inverted if the subject is a personal 
pronoun. j , ; 

(5) The adverbial particles are compounded with the proposition 
with in verbless exclamations. 

E.g. Up with the King! Down with the Republic! 

Off with his head ! Away with him! 

These special usages are sufficient reason for giving this class of 

adverbs a special name. 


Conjunctives 


The term conjunctive is used of interrogative pronouns and adverbs 
when they are used as connectives. In“ Who is that 
interrogative pronoun. In “Can you tell me who that 
a conjunctive. In “the man who came yesterday " 
pronoun. See the entries for how, what, when, where, which, who, whom, 
whose, and why. Whether is also listed as a conjunctive because it has 
the same function in the sentence. 


man?", who is an 
man is?", who is 
, who is a relative 


Nouns: Singular and Plural 


There are many language problems which are adequately treated 
neither in the dictionary nor in the grammar-book. For foreign students 
of English the problem of the plurals of nouns is one of the most dif- 
ficult. In some languages (e.g. Japanese) little or no distinction is made 
between singular and plural. In other languages words that may be in 
the plural have English equivalents which must be used in the singular 
only (as French nouvelles and the English singular noun news). 

In order to help the foreign student of English to avoid such errors 
as interesting informations, useful advices, an interesting news, a valuable 
furniture, a simple plan has been devised by means of which indications 
are supplied as to which nouns, and which semantic icties of nouns, 
may be used in the plural. The sign |C] pl noun, or after 
the numbers O. ©, @, etc. by which semantic varieties are indicated, 
means that this noun, or this semantic variety of the noun, stands for 
something which may be counted. It may, therefore, be used with the 
indefinite article and in the plural. The sign |U) is a warning that the 
noun, or one or more of 


) n its semantic varieties, stands for a material, 
quality, etc. that is uncountable. 


1 t t The noun, therefore, may not be used 
with the indefinite article and must not be used in the plural. 

Difficulty may be taken as an example. What is the difference be- 
tween much difficulty and many difficulties? In the first definition there 
is the sign [U]; in the second there is the sign [CG]. These indications, 
with the definitions and the illustrative sentences should make the 
difference clear. j 

he [C] and {UJ signs hav i i 
considered sn ie ada Te ao verde 
be told that book, tree, 


F ally but it has not been 
m in every case. No learner needs to 
he student soo: box and similar words may be used in the plural. 
used in the plural any material nouns may be 
betw: hard kinds, as when we distinguish 
Gen. sard and soft woods, although wood is a material noun not 


It is worth noting, too, 
in literary style, be used 
US we do not usually speak 
me across the sentence, “They 
everyone.” This is a kind of liter- 


ith the ind i í 
of “a bravery”. ve eee article, Th 
fought with a brav 


ary shorthand. The meaning is “a degree of bravery”. Similarly an 
abstract noun such as indiscretion is marked ML. But it may occur in 
the plural meaning “indiscreet acts or utterance’ ", The more impor- 
tant of such possibilities, but not all, are noted and marked. 

The brief notes below will guide the learner in this difficult problem 
of using nouns correctly in the singular and plural. 

If the sign ©) appears, the noun may be used in the singular with the 
indefinite article and in the plural with numerals, many, (ad) few, a large 
number of, etc. If the sign Uj appears, the noun may normally be used 
in the singular only and without the indefinite article; it may be used 
with much, (a) little, a large amount [quantity] of, etc. 

A coin, three coins, many Coins, (a) few coins are good English; a 
money, many moneys are not English; money, much money, (a) little 
money are good English. 

There are numerous nouns which need special annotations. These 
have been supplied. Clothes, for example, is used in the plural only, but 
not with numerals. Snow and rain are normally [U). But the plural forms 
occur with specialized meanings, snows meaning “falls or accumulations 
of snow" and the rains meaning “the rainy season”. In many cases the 
indications and [U] have been placed together and the definitions 
combined. Thus foddy is defined as “(a drink made of) spirits, esp. 
whisky, with sugar and hot water’. When meaning “spirits” it is [UIL 
When meaning ‘a drink of spirits with sugar and hot water” it is (Cl. 
Such combined definitions, made to economize space, will readily be 


understood. 


Verb Patterns 


The verb patterns in this Dictionary supply information concerning 
syntax. They enable the learner to use verbs in the ways that are in 
accordance with correct usage. If the learner will spend a few hours 
studying these verb patterns, he will be able to avoid numerous errors. 

One who is learning English as a foreign language is apt to form 
sentences by analogy. This habit may at times lead him into error. 
He sees sentences of the type, "“ Please tell me the meaning” or “ Please 
show me the way” (i.e. with an indirect object followed by a direct 
object). By analogy he makes the incorrect sentence “ Please explain 
me the meaning”. He sees the sentences “1 intend to come,” “I propose 
to come,” and “I want to come,” and by analogy he makes the sentence 
“I suggest to come” (instead of “I suggest that I should come”). He 
sees such sentences as “I asked him to come,” “I told him to come,” 
and “I wanted him to come” and by analogy he makes the sentences 
“1 proposed him to come” and «I suggested him to come” (instead of 
“1 proposed [suggested] that he should come”). He notes that “He 
began to talk about the matter” means almost the same as “ He began 
talking about the matter” and concludes, wrongly, that “ He stopped t 
talk about the matter” means the same as “He stopped talking abo 3 
the matter”. Such misapprehensions are natural. The ordinary gram ut 
book and dictionary usually fail to supply adequate information on alare 
points. The patterns below, with the numerical indications supplied such 
the verb entries (thus—P 1, 10, 18, 21, 23), do give guidance. with 


Summary of Verb Patterns 


‘Patterns 1 to 19 indicate what are usually called ng 
verbs. Patterns 20 to 25 indicate what are usually oie 
uses. 


ive uses of 
intransitive 


b. x Noun 


„Vb. x Noun 
Vb. x Noun 
Vb. Noun 


eam Ms 
Vb: 
‘Vb. 


alone 


--Vb. x Predicative 
Vb. x Adverbial Adjunct 
«Vb. x Preposition - Pre 
Vb. xox Infinitive 


Vb. x Direct Object i 
--.Vb.X(not) tox Infinitive, ete. 
M or Pronoun - 


Infinitive, etc. 


Direct Object 


positional Object 


Pattern 1 


Verbs marked P1 may be 
a noun, 


Examples :— 


pronoun or determinative. 


used with a sim 


(Cf. P 


(not) to Infinitive, etc. 

or Pronoun x (to be) - Complement 

or Pronoun = 

or Pronoun x Present Participle 

--Vb. x Object x Adjective 

Vb. x Object x Noun o. 

Vb. x Object x Past Participle 

z Object - Adverbial 

x that-clause 

x Noun or Pronoun x that-clause 

. x Conjunctive ~ to - Infinitive, ete. 

-x Noun or Pronoun x Conjunctive x to 

. x Conjunctive - Clause 

. < Noun or Pronoun < Conjunctive xC] 

.. Vb. < Gerund, etc. 

«Vb. » Direct Object x Preposition x P. 
-x Indirect Object ~ 

-x (for) x Compleme 


«Infinitive, ete. 


ause 
repositional Object 


nt of Distance, Time, Price, etc. 


ple direct object which is 
17 for the use of gerunds.) 


Subject x Verb Direct Object 

1 He cut his finger. 
2 e saw your brother. 
3 We have already had break fast. 
4 He does not like cold weather. 
5 We always do that. 
6 I want six. 
7 We lit a fire. 
2 me throwin stones. 

aby cannot dress itsel f. 
10 He laughed a r laugh. 
11 She dreamed a curious dream. 
12 She smiled her thanks. 
13 I dug a hole. 

Pattern 2 

Verbs 


marked P 2 ma. b 
tox Infinitive is usually rein 
of intransitive verbs 


Examples — 


e followed b 
ded as the ob 
e.g. 

see Pattern 25. Cf. P 175. be, happen 


y (not) to and an 
Ject of the verb. 


Infinitive. The 
For examples 


» come) followed by tox Infinitive, 


a 
fi 
h 


| Subject x Verb | 


He wants | 
I have promised | 
They decided 

| Did you remember" 

| He agreed 

| 


Would you care 
He pretended 


* See remember in P 


Pattern 


Verbs marked P 3 may be followed 
to and an infinitive. (Cf. P 10 for sent 
is short for in order to~ infinitive.) 


Examples :— 


Subject x Verb 


1 4 He wants me 
2 I asked him 
3 I told | the servant 
4 Please help* me 
5 He likes | his wife 
6 Your teacher expects | you 
7 I warned him 
8 He allowed the soldicrs 
9 | They have never known* him 


Have you | 


Noun or Pronoun 


(not) {zo x Infinitive, etc. 


to go. 

to help them. 

not to go. 

to shut the windows? 


| to pay for it. 


to go to school to-day ? 
to go for a walk? 
not to see me. 


17A, example 3. 


3 


by a noun or pronoun and by (not) 
ences in which the tox infinitive 


' (not) tox Infinitive 


| to be carly. 

| not to do it. 

| to open the window. 
to carry this box. 
to dress well. 


| not to be late. 
| to take him prisoner. 


Note the passive construction :— 


3. The servant was told to open the window. 


7. He was warned not to be late. 


*Cf. examples 6 and 4 in P 5. 


Pattern 


4 


Verbs marked P 4 may be followed by a noun or pronoun, to be 


(often omitted), and a complement. Se 
structed in P 11. 


Examples: - 


ntences in P 4 may also be con- 


Subject x Verb so | (to be) | Complement 
i 1 | They believed him (to be) innocent. 
4 2 | Do you consider her (to be) honest ? 
| 3 | I consider | it (to be) a shame. 
4 Tom's teacher thinks him (to be) the cleverest boy in 
f the class. 
5 | We proved him (to be) wrong. 


Note the passive construction :— 


1, He was believed (to be) innocent. 
2. Is she considered (to be) honest ? 


3 


xiv ea as 


j believed (that) he was innocent. 
A eye consider (that) she is honest? 


Pattern 5 


ked P 5 are used in a way similar to that in which verbs 

mei P $ ar used but with the important difference that fo is omitted 
ie the infinitive. (C/. Allow me to go. Let me go.) Those verbs in 
this pattern which are called verbs of perception (i. e. verbs of seeing, 
hearing, etc.) may also be used in P 6. 


Examples :— 
Subject x Verb Noun or Pronoun Infinitive, ete, 

1 | I made | him | do it. | 
2 | Let | me go! | 
3 | We must not let the matter | rest here. 

4 | They have never known* him behave so badly, 

5 |I will have him do the work. 

6 | Will you help* me carry this box? 

7 | Would you have me believe that? 

8 |I heard him come in. 

9 | We saw them go out. 
10 | They felt the house shake. 
11 | Watch me do ik. 
B Did anyone notice the thief | leave the house ? 


Note the passive construction — 
1. He was made to do it, 
4. He has never been known to behave so badly. 
9. They were seen to go out. 
In examples 8 to 12 P 6 might also be used. 
means “He went out and I saw him” and 
“He was going out when I saw him.” 


* Cf. examples 9 and 4 in P 3. 


“1 saw him go out" 
“1 saw him going out” means 


Pattern 6 

Verbs marked P 6 may be followed b 

present participle. |, 

' used. (See the note 
Examples :— 


Y a noun or a pronoun and a 
n the case of verbs of perception P 5 may also be 
on examples 8 to 12 above.) 


Subject x Verb Noun or Pronoun Present Participle 

1 He kept me g walia 
g- 
2 | I found him working at his desk. 
3 They left me standing outside. 
4 I heard him giving orders. 
5 We watched the train leaving the station. 
6 od feel ï the house shaking ? 
you sme si thi. i ? 

S ki t hing burning? 


running off. | 
Note the passive construction :— " 


EE SE 


AE EE REID. AE sa VEE EE EE EE AE EE 
EE 


1. I was kept waiting. 
4. He was heard giving orders. 


Pattern 7 


Verbs marked P 7 may be followed by an object and an object com- 


piement which is an adjective. 


xv 


Examples :— 
Subject x Verb | Object Adjective 
| 
| — — 
1 Don't get your clothes dirty. 
2 The sun keeps us warm, 
3 Get yoursel f ready. 
4 Don't make yourself uncasy. 
5 I found the box empty. 
6 We painted the door green. 
# They set the prisoners Sree. 
8 Can you push the door open? 
9 The cold weather turned the leaves red. 
10 He wished himself dead. 
Note the passive construction :— 
5. The box was found empty. 
6. The door was painted green. 
7. The prisoners were set free. 
Pattern 8 


Verbs marked P 8 may be followed by an object and 


plement which is a noun. 


an object com- 


Examples :— 
Subject x Verb Object Noun 
24 They elected him king. 
2 The people crowned Richard king. 
3 They chose Mr. Smith chairman. 
4 We call the dog “ Spot.” 
5 They named their son Henry. 
6 They made Newton President of the 
Royal Society. 
7 They called them cowards. 


Note the passive construction :— 
1. He was elected king. 


6. Newton was made President of the Royal Society. 


Pattern 9 


Verbs marked P 9 may be followed by an object and a past participle. 


Examples :— 


xvi 


Object 


| Subject x Verb Past Participle 
RE EET 
You must get your hair cut. 
2 | Where aia oe have them printed ? 
3 | She had a new dress made. 
4 | Have you ever heard Italian spoken? 
5 His actions made him respected. 
6 | King Charles I had his head cut off. 
ci 


The soldier had 


Note that in this pattern, the action named by the 


may or may not be in accordance with t 


two horses 


shot under him. 


past participle 


he will of the subject. 


Pattern 10 


Verbs marked P 10 may be followed 


an adverb phrase (including adverbial infinitiv: 


See also the notes on the adverbial parti 
Examples :— 


| Subject x Verb Object 

1 Put | it 

2 He took | his hat 

3 He has given | at 

4 Mr. Smith showed me 

5 We employed | her 

6 They treat their sister 
7 He brought his brother 
8 He took the medicine 
9 They led me 
10 I don't know her 


Note the passive constructions :— 
6. Th 


by an object and an adverb or 
es meaning in order to....). 
cles above. 


Adverb, Adverb Phrase, ete. 


off. 

away. 

to the door. 

as a cook, 

as if she were only a servant, 

to see me. | 
i 


| 
| here. | 
| 
| 


in order to get well. 
to believe that there wass 
no danger. 
| to speak to. 


was shown to the door (by Mr. Smith). 
eir sister is treated as if she were only a servant. 


Pattern 11 


Verbs marked P 
Xamples :— 


11 may be followed directly by a that-cl 


ause. 


(that) x Clause j 


(that) you will come. 
(that) you will be there. 


that nothing could be done. 
(that) it will rain? 


(that) the plan was useless. 


Subject x Verb 
1 I hope i B 
2 I suppose 
3 e explained 
4 | Do you think 
5 e saw | 
6 I suggested | 
When a i = 


(that) he should leave early. 


that nothing coul 


t was seen that the blan was use, 


d be done. 
less. 
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Note that with some verbs (e. g. believe, hope, think, say) it is pos- 
sible to use so in place of an affirmative clause and not in place of a 
negative clause. 
Eg. So Í noticed (said, thought, ete. I believe so. 
1 hope (think, believe, etc.) not. 
When so may be used, examples will be found with the verb entries. 


Pattern 12 


Verbs marked P 12 may be followed by a noun or pronoun and a 
that-clause. 


Examples :— 
| Subject x Verb Noun or Pronoun (that) Clause | 
| 1 I told the man (that) he was mistaken, | 
| 1 warned you (that) he would be late. | 
| 3 We satis fied ourselves that the plan would work. 
| 4 Please remind him (that) he must be here early. 


Note the passive construction : 
Has he been told |warned, reminded, etc. that....? 
Note the use of so in place of a clause (as in P 11). 
E.g. I told you so! So I told you! 


Pattern 13 


Verbs marked P 13 may be followed by the conjunctives (except 
why) and fo and an infinitive. 
Examples: 


Subject x Verb | Conjunctive | toxInfinitive, ete. 

1 | I wonder | how | to do it. 

2 I do not know what to do. 

3 | He is learning | how to swim. 

4 She was wondering | which to buy. 

5 Will you find out how to get there? 

6 | You must remember when | to begin. 

7 | Ido not know | whether | to go or stay. 

Pattern 14 


Verbs marked P 14 may be followed by a noun or pronoun, a con- 
junctive (except why), and to and an infinitive. 


Examples :— eis n i = S 
| Subject x Verb | sd Conjunctive tox Infinitive, etc. | 
ae p - ne 
1 We showed him how to do it. 
2 Please tell me which to take. 
3 Can you advise me which to buy? 
: ae ‘patterns show aes ME a = sentences. 
(3 yi ome or not. 
6 They told him when to start. 
z Tell her what to do. 


| ‘Sullecoeverd Object Past Participle 
BN 1 i t. 
1 | You must get your hair cu 
2 | Where did you have them printed ? 
3 She had a new dress made. 
4 | Have you ever heard Italian spoken ? 
5 His actions made him respected, | 
6 King Charles I had his head cut off. ; | 
7 | The soldier had two horses shot under him. | 


Note that in this pattern, the action named by the past participle 
may or may not be in accordance with the will of the subject. 


Pattern 10 


Verbs marked P 10 may be followed by an object and an adverb or 
an adverb phrase (including adverbial infinitives meaning in order to....). 
See also the notes on the adverbial particles above. 

Examples :— 


| Subject Verb Object Adverb, Adverb Phrase, etc. | 
1 Put it | here. | 
2 He took | his hat | of. 
3 He has given | it away. 
4 Mr. Smith showed me | to the door. | 
5 We employed her as a cook. | 
6 | They treat their sister as if she were only a servant. 
7 He brought his brother 10 see me. 
8 He took the medicine in order to get well. | 
9 They led me to believe that there was | 

| no danger. 
i 10 I don't know her | to speak to. 


Note the passive constructions :— 
4. I was shown to the door (by Mr. Smith). 
6. Their sister is treated as if she were only a servant. 


Pattern 11 


Verbs marked P 11 may be followed directly by a that-clause. 


Examples :— 


Subject x Verb (that) x Clause 
1 I hope (that) you will come. 
2 I suppose (that) you will be there. 
3 He explained that nothing could be done. 
4 Do you think (that) it will rain? 
5 He saw | (that) the plan was useless. 
6 I suggested | 


(that) he should leave early. 


When a Passive construction is used for SCfitétice i itn 
ss s of this type, if may 
be used to anticipate the clause, ie 

- It was explained that nothing could be done. 

5. It was seen that the plan was useless. 
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F Note that with some verbs (e. g. believe, hope, think, say) it is pos- 
sible to use so in place of an affirmative clause and nof in place of a 
negative clause. 
E.g. So I noticed (said, thought, ete.) I believe so. 
1 hope (think, believe, ete] not. 
When so may be used, examples will be found with the verb entries. 


Pattern 12 


Verbs marked P 12 may be followed by a noun or pronoun anda 
that-clause. 
Examples :— 


| Subject x Verb Noun or Pronoun (that) x Clause | 
— | 
} 1] I told the man | (that) he was mistaken. 
2 I warned. you (that) he would be late. 
3 We satisfied ourselves that the plan would work. 
4 Please remind him (that) he must be here carly. | 
g i ed) ad 


Note the passive construction: 
Has he been told |warned, reminded, cte.) that....? 
Note the use of so in place of a clause (as in P 11). 
E.g. I told you so! So I told you! 


Pattern 13 


Verbs marked P 13 may be followed by the conjunctives (except 


why) and to and an infinitive. 
Examples: 


Subject x Verb | Conjunctive tox Infinitive, etc. 

1 | I wonder | how | to do it. 

2 | I do not know what | to do. 

3 | He is learning | how to swim. 

4 | She was wondering which to buy. 

5 Will you find out _ how to get there? 

6 | You must remember | when | to begin. 

7 I do not know | whether to go or stay. 

Pattern 14 


Verbs marked P 14 may be followed by a noun or pronoun, a con- 
junctive (except why), and to and an infinitive. 


Examples :— 
ET Ba ee Noun OF ieaiai ~ ne 

Subject x Verb | pronoun Conjunctive | tox Infinitive, etc. 

1 We showed him how to do it. 

2 Please tell me which to take. 

3 Can you advise me which to buy? 

4 The patterns show you how to make sentences. 

5 Tell me whether to come or not. 

6 They told him when to start. 

7 Tell her what | to do. 
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Note the passive construction :— 


1. He was shown how to do it. 
6. He was told when to start. 


Note that sentences in which this pattern is used may also be con- 
structed in P 16. 


E.g. We showed him how he should do it. 


Pattern 15 


Verbs marked P 15 may be followed by a clause introduced by a 
conjunctive. If is sometimes used instead of whether. 


Example 
3 — — i ——— 
Subject x Verb Conjunctive Clause | 
1 I wonder why | he has not come. | 
2 I wonder | whether | he will come. 
3 I do not mind | where | we go. 
4 Do you know | who | he is? 
5 I do not care what you think. 
6 Can you suggest where this ought to go? 
T Please say what you want. 
8 Nobody knows whose | itis, 
| m 
Pattern 16 


Verbs marked P 16 may be followed by a noun or pronoun and a 
clause introduced by a conjunctive. 


Examples: — 
Subject x Verb EE [Conjunctive Clause | 
1 Tell me what it is, 7 
2 Ask him where he put it. 
3 They asked us when we should be back. 
4 Can you tell me how high it is? 
5 Can you inform me when the train leaves ? 
6 Please advise me whether the children should 


climb the mountain. 


Pattern 17 


Verbs marked P 17 may be followed by a erund. The pa n is 
subdivided. In Group A (including compound E such as heen ca go 
on, give up), in those cases where the gerund may be replaced by an 
infinitive, a change of meaning results. In Group B the gerund may be 
replaced by an infinitive without change of meaning. In G C the 
gerund is equivalent to a passive infinitive. ii none 


Examples :— 


Subject = Verb 


Please stop 

He enjoys 

I remember 
Please excuse 
Do you mind 

Do you mind 
She couldn't help 
§ He keeps on 

9 They went on 

10 Has it left off 


PIG wis Ws 


1. Cf. We stopped to talk 


that he h 
5, ie. 
6, ike. 
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Group A 


Gerund, etc. 


talking. 
playing tennis. 

| dong it. 

| my being so late. 

| staying a little longer ? 

| my staying a little longer ? 
laughing. 
coming here. 
working. 
raining yet? 


(i.e. stopped doing something in order to 


3. Cf. He never remembers to post my letters (i.e. never remembers 
as letters of mine to post). 
Will you please stay a little longer ? 

Will you please allow me to stay a little longer ? 


(See P 2.) 


Group B 
| Subject x Verb Gerund, etc. 
1 | He began | talking (=to talk). 
2 He likes | swimming (=to swim). 
3 | I prefer staying (=to stay) indoors on cold winter 
evenings. j 
4 | I hate refusing (=to refuse) every time. 
5 | He started | packing (=to pack) his books and clothes. 
Group C 
| Subject x Verb Gerund (=Passive Infinitive) 
1 It wants doing (=to be done). 
2 Your work needs correcting (=to be corrected). 
8 That needs explaining (=to be explained). 


Pattern 18 


Verbs marked P 18 may be followed by a direct object, a preposition 
and a prepositional object (which may be a noun, pronoun, gerund or 
clause). The pattern is subdivided. In Group A the preposition is to or 
for and sentences in which this pattern is used may also be constructed 
in P 19. In Group B various prepositions are used and sentences mad 
accordiag to this pattern cannot be converted into sentences accordi e 
to .P 18. ing 

Examples :— 


XX 
Group A 


| Subject «Verb | Direct Object | Prep. 


1 | TI gave the money | to 
2 | They told | the news to 

{ @ We showed the pictures to 
4 | I don't lend | my books to 
5 | He offered | one | to 
6 | I owe | ten pounds to 
1 Throw | that box to 

| 28 Bring | that book to 

| 9 I bought some books for 
10 | Please save one for 
11 | Did you leave any for 
12 | She has ordered a new dress Sor 


In P 19 the above sentences are as follows: 
1. I gave my friend the money. 

6. I owe my tailor ten pounds. 

8. Bring me that book. 

9. I bought my brother some books. 

1 


1 i Did you leave me any? ete. 
Group B 
| Subject » Verb Direct Object Prep. 
a | se 

1 | Thank | you | for 
2 | Ask him | for 
3 Compare this | with 
4 They punished him | for 
5 Congratulate | him | on 
6 | Don't throw |! stones | at 
T | What prevented | you | from 
8 | Add | this to 
9 | Protect | us from 
10 | I explained my difficulty to 


This pattern, in this order, is alw 
is a personal pronoun, as in 
some cases, however, 
sentence, the order 
instead of Direct Obje 
often required (a) for 
direct object. 
Examples :— 

l. We heard 


ays used 
the direct object may 


ctx Prep.x Prepositional 
clearness of meaning; 


r clearness of meaning. 


Object. 


about his sister's escape. 


Prepositional Object 


my friend. 
everybody they met. 
our teachers. 
anybody, 

me. 

my tailor. 
me, 

me. 

my brother. 
me. 

me ? 

herself. 


Prepositional Object 


your kind help. 

some more. 

that. 

being late. 

his success. 

the dog. 

coming? 

what you already have. 
the enemy. 

him. 


when the direct object 
examples 1, 2, 4, 5, 7 and 9 above. 
come 


In 
at the end of the 
being Prep.x Prepositional Object x Direct Object 
This inversion is 
(b) for emphasis of the 


siste (Inversion is 
His sister’s escape from Jones 


A everyone in th oom that i 
until the followin 2 té. room that nothing could be done 


£ week. (Inversion 


bles I have written on 
already have (or) Add to w. 


blackboard. 


is necessary for clearness of 


the blackboard to what you 
hat you already have th 


y í ie examples I have 
(Either is possible. 


Inversion makes 


xxi 
that might hurt him. (In the second sentence inversion is neces- 
sary for clearness; the antecedent dog precedes him.) 


Pattern 19 


Verbs marked P 19 may be followed by two objects, an indirect and 
a direct. The pattern is subdivided. In Group A are those verbs which 
may be used with the preposition fo (P 18A). In Group B are those verbs 
which may be used with the preposition for (also P 18A). In Group C 
are those verbs which are rarely or never used in P 18. (The few 
exceptions are noted in the verb entries.) 

Examples :— 


Group A 


| Subject x Verb Indirect Object Direct Object 
1 Have they paid | you the money ? 
2 Will you lend me | five shillings? 
3 Our teacher gave us an English lesson. 
4 I read him the letter. 
5 Please throw me that book. 
6 | His mother told | him | a story. 
7 | He handed me | the book. 
8 | The pupils wished their teacher | “ Good morning”. 
9 | He denies her nothing. | 
Group B 
Subject x Verb | Indirect Object | Direct Object 
1 She made herself | a cup of tea. 
2 Her father bought her a new dress. 
3 Buy me | one. 
4 Did you leave | me | any? 
5 She ordered | herself | a new dress. 
6 Will you do | me | a favour? 
7 Can you spare | me | one? N 
8 Can you get | me |a copy of that book? 
Group C 
(rarely or never convertible into P 18) 

| Subjectx Verb Pd p Second Object i 
1 I envy | you | your fine garden. | 
2 Forgive | us our sins. 
3 That will save | me a great deal of trouble. | 
4 I struck him a heavy blow. | 
5 He asked | me | a question. 


Note that in this case the terms direct and indircct object have been 
avoided. The verb strike, for example, is usually described as taking a 
“double object”. Ask, in example 5, is sometimes used in P 18B with 
the preposition of (to ask a question of someone). 
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Pattern 20 


Verbs marked P 20 may be followed by a complement expressing 
duration, distance, price or weight, The preposition for is used with 
some of the verbs in this pattern but is often omitted. 


Will you stay 


Examples :— a 

Vi Subject x Verb (for) Complement 
T We walked | (for) five miles. 
2 They had come a long way. 
3 The forests stretched | (for) miles and miles. 
4 The rain lasted | all day. | 
5 He may live (for) many years yet. 
6 We waited | (for) two hours. | 
j It weighs | five tons. | 
8 The thermometer went up | ten degrees. 
9 It cost | ten shillings. | 
10 | | 


(for) the night? 
Pattern 21 
Verbs marked P 21 may be used without a complement. Such verbs 


are called complete intransitive verbs. Some verbs which are normally 
used with an object may also be used i 


n this pattern, the object being 
understood. 
Examples :— 
Subject Verb 
1 Fire burns. 
2 | Birds fly. 
8 We all breathe, eat and drink. 
4 The moon rose. 
5 The sun was shining. 
Pattern 22 
Verbs marked P 22 are followed by a predicative word or phrase. 
The predicative is that part of an ordinar 


predicative may b 
determinative. 
Examples :— 


Subject x Verb Predicative 

1 This is E 
2 This book is eg 
A Shat will be plenty. 

ease get ready to o 
5 The weather has become Darmen — 
6 The leaves have turned red 
7 | It feels soft. k 
: Mag et, oo useless [of no use). 
10 is dream came ae Rd 
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Pattern 23 


Verbs marked P 23 are followed by an adverbial adjunct. 
Examples: 


Subject x Verb Adverbial Adjunct 
| 1 Stand up! 
2 We must turn back. 
l wa The sun rises in the cast. 
| 4 We did not go | anywhere. 
| 5 He will come | as soon as he is ready. 
6 A chair will not stand on two legs. 


Me EE EE. 
Note that in sentences in which there is used as a formal (preparatory 
or anticipatory) subject, P 23 is used. 
E.g. There is a book on the desk. 


Pattern 24 


Verbs marked P 24 may be followed by a preposition and a preposi- 
tional object (which may be a noun, pronoun, gerund, phrase or clause). 
Examples :— 


Prepositional Object 


| Subject x Verb Prep. 
== aes eS MERE le ae id 
1 | He called on me. 
2 It depends on the weather, 
3 He succeeded in solving the problem. 
4 I rely on your help. 
5 Look at the blackboard. 
6 He believes in getting up early. 
T I should not think of doing such a thing. 
Pattern 25 


Verbs marked P 25 are intransitive verbs which may, in some or all 
of their semantic varieties; be followed by to and an infinitive. (Cf. P2 
for transitive verbs used in this way.) 

The pattern is subdivided. In group A the infinitive is one of purpose. 
In Group B the infinitive may be considered to be part of the subject. 
(Thus :—“ She to notice it happened.”) In Group C the infinitive is one 
of result. In Group D the infinitive is predicative. 


Group A 
SubjectxVerb f tox Infinitive 
ET He oane aaa tia rdu 16 Ee me. 
2 We stopped to have a rest. 
i of has come Po oH na Beret Hima 


I am waiting | to hear your opinion. 


Group B 
Subject x Verb to - Infinitive | 
1 | She happened to notice it. 
2 | They seemed nol to notice it. 
3 | They failed to hear our call. 
4 | He appeared | to enjoy the film. i 
5 I fail to see any good reason for it. , 
Group C 
Subject < Verb tox Infinitive 
1 How can I get | to know her? | 
2 How did you come to know him? 
3 Now (that) I come to think of it,.... 
4 He came | to see that he was mistaken. 
5 He lived | to be ninety. | 
6 I rejoice | to hear of your success. | 
Group D 
EE EE ENE FEE N AAR 
Subject x Verb | tox Infinitive | 
1 This house is | to let. 
2 The worst is still to come. 
3 We are É to start at once. 
4 A good result is not to be expected. 
5 | They were to arrive during the morning. 


abbrev. 
adj. 

adv. 

adv. part. 
affirm. 
Am. 
anom. 
ant. 
art. 
attrib. 
Br. 


fin. 


cf. 
collect. 
colloq. 
compar. 
conj. 
conn. 
def. (2, etc.) 
def. 

det. 

€. g 
emot. 


emph. 
Eng. 
esp. 
etc. 
exc. 

F. 
fem. 
fig. 

ft. 

G. 

Gk. 
Gt. Brit. 
A 
imper. 
impers. 
ind. 
indef. 
inf. 
interj. 
interr. 
iron. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


abbreviation 
adjective 

adverb 

adverbial particle* 
affirmative 
American 
anomalous finite* 
antonym 

article 
attributive(ly) 
British 

capital (letter) 
compare 
collective 
colloquial ly) 
comparative 
conjunction 
connective 
definition (2, etc.) 
definite 
determinative* 
for example 
(used to mark words 
which rouse) emotion 
emphatic 
English, England 
especially 

et cetera (=and so forth) 
except 

French 

feminine 
figurative(ly) 
foot, feet 
German 

Greek 

Great Britain 

id est (=that is) 
imperative 
impersonal (ly) 
indirect 
indefinite 
infinitive 
interjection 
interrogative(ly) 
ironical(ly) 


It. 

Jap. 

Ls 

lit. 

liter. 
maths. 
mil. 

mod. 
mythol. 

n. 

nav. 

neg. 
non-anom. 
N. T: 
obj. 
OE: 
p- 
part. 
part. 
pers. 
poet. 
poss. 
pl. 

p- p- 
predic. 
pref. 
prep. 
pres. 
pret. 
pron. 
prov. 
reflex. 
rhet. 
Russ. 
Scot. 
sing. 
superl. 
usu. 


adj. 


Italian 

Japanese 

Latin 

literal(ly) 

literary 
mathematics 
military 

modern 
mythology 

noun 

naval 

negative 
non-anomalous* 
New Testament 
object 

Old Testament 
participle; present 
participle 
participial adjective 
personal 
poetical(ly) 
possessive 

plural 

past participle 
predicative(ly) 
prefix 

preposition 
present 

preterite 

pronoun 
proverb(ial) 
reflexive 
rhetorical (ly) 
Russian 

Scotland, Scotch 
singular 
superlative 
usually 

verb 

verb intransitive 
verb transitive 
See Syntax Notes 
may be paraphrased 
(in verb patterns, etc.) 
followed by 


* See the Syntax Notes 
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PRONUNCIATION 


Pronunciation is shown by means of 
International Phonetic Association. 
shown below. Long vowels 


the symbols adopted by the 
Key words for phonetic symbols are 
are indicated by the sign |:}. 


Vowels Consonants 
k i r [b] as in bed [bed] 
[i:] as in see, sea [si:] ld] as in dog [dog] 
[i] as in city [siti], goodness VIE] asin fat [fæi] 
_ [gúdnis] | [g] as in go [gou] 
fe) as In get er] | [h] as in hat [het] 
æ as In man [mæn | ae $ P F i 
[a:] as in calm [kasm), father | [k] as in ed LE [kil], 
[fá:ðə], farm [fa:m] 0) asin S 7 [lec wik] 
[9] as in hot [hət] | [m] apin ER eg] " 
[>:] as in saw [soz] | [n as in rol poe [san] 
[o] as in ed November Ip] as in pen [pen] ea aa 
novémbo] Ao 
[u] as in book [buk], put [put] 4 pea mee je) 
[u:] as in too, two [tus] [t] AB s lsi:] 
[a] as in cup [kap] iW) ER od N 
o:] as in b : Ed $d 
[ə:] as in Ed ng world liz] as in zone [zoun], is [iz] 
[2] as in ago [275u], China [bl as in iaar [sino], finger 
[tfáinə | [finga], thinker [Oinko] 
| : do), id. 
E a | If] as in ier de mission 
mifon 
A [t] as in church [tfə: tf] 
Diphthongs 3) as in measure (mé50] 
d3] as j 54d3, 
[ei] as in they [Sei], day [dei] Sec inin opel 
lou] as in go [gou], know [nou] [5] as in then [Sen], the [da] 
fai] as in my [mai], high [hai] > dik. JAN 
[au] as in how [hau] 
(pi as in boy [boi] Non-English Sounds 
io] as in here [his , idea [aidia a is a 
[£e] as in rd, ad pu (fest [āū] as in (Er) oe voma [ā:(n)ru:t], 
[53] as in- more [məə], four tfaa] p: , centime [sū:(n)ti:m] , 
[uə] as in tour [tuo], moor [muo] E] asin “eet (gezi 
——| 6] as in (Fry) raison d'ĉire 
7 [réiz5 déitr] 
Semi-vowels rel as in (re) eee [mesj¢] 
[w] as in will [wil a i (Se rauna [rog] 
UI as in yer Gey ll as in (epee) [oek (ies 
$ . t raiç 
If a phonetic symbol i pE EE ii - 
may be left unuttered ji Thue fo an of enteses, the sound 


most words contain- 

What [(h)wot] may 
{hwot] as in Northern 
may be prononnced 
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Stress 


A strong or primary stress is shown by the mark [’] placed over the 
vowel, or the first element of the diphthong, in the syllable or syllables 
which receive this stress. E. g. better [bétə}, ago [əgóu], arisen [ərizn]. 

A weak or secondary stress is shown by the mark [l]. E. g. veneration 
[vènəréijen], valetudinarian (valitjasdin£arion]. 


The Sound [r] 


In Southern English (or what Professor Daniel Jones calls “ Received 
Pronunciation"), r is silent when it occurs at the end of a word or 
when it is followed by another consonant. Thus it is not pronounced 
in far (fa:) or farm [fa:m]. It is usually sounded, however, if the next 
word in the sentence begins with a vowel. E. g. How far is it? 
(haufd:riait]. Better is pronounced béto] when at the end of a sentence, 
but better off is pronounced [bètər3:f]. 

In other parts of the English-speaking world, the r may be sounded 
in every case. In Scotland, for example, farm is [fa:rm] and farmer 


is (fd:rmor]. 


| 


IDIOMATIC AND SYNTACTIC 
ENGLISH DICTIONARY 


a 


A 


A, a [ei] the first letter of the alpha- 
bet (pl. A's a's [eiz]). Al [¢iwan] 

er good, excellent. 

2a lei, a] an (wn, on, n] det. (indef. 
art.) (An is used when the next 
word begins with a vowel sound.) A 
and an are normally used only with 
singular, countable nouns. @ one. 
There's a book on the table. I can see 
a tree. In this sense the plural is 

several, etc. When a(n) is 


some, any, $ 
used with a possessive word, the 


pattern is a f 
of hers, a neig 
@ each; any; 
called a. A 
( Horses are animals). 
sides has a square? In this sense 
no word is used with plural nouns. 
@ (with other determinatives) a few 
books; a great many people; a little 
water. many a(man), many men. 
(The use of many @ is rather liter. 
oremot.) @ one like. He thinks he's 
a Napolcon. @ the same. They 


are of an age. (6) (used with a 


person’s name showing that this 
person is unknown to the speaker 


or the person spoken to) a certain. 
A Mr. Smith (ie. someone called 
d to see you. 


Mr. Smith) has calle 

3a [ə] prep. each; per, as 50 miles an 
hour; twice a day; $60 a week. 

n-bnaek [abék] adv- taken aback, 
surprised. 

ab-n-cus [@bekes] 7 (pl. a 
[#basai] or abacuses [Æbəkəsiz]) 
@ beads or balls on wires used in 
Europe and America for teaching 


hbour of Mr. Green's. 
every; a thing (etc.) 
horse is an animal 


ricnd of mine, a book | 


How many | 


abaci | 


small children to count. @ a frame 
with beads 
used in the 
East for work- 
ing with num- 
bers. 
a-ban-don 
[obaéndon] vt. 
(PD) O give up 
completely; stop doing. Don’t aban- 
don the attempt (i.e. don’t stop 
trying). They abandoned all hope 
(ie. gave up hoping). @ leave a 
place, not intending to come back. 
The sailors abandoned the sinking 
ship. @ leave in a cruel way. The 
heartless man abandoned his wife and 
children although they had no friends 
to take care of them. @ abandon 
oneself to, give oneself up com- 
pletely to; no longer control (one’s 
feelings, ete). When her third son 
died she abandoned herself to despair. 
a-base [obéis] vi. (P 1) make lower 
in office, rank or position; make 


An abacus 


humble or less honourable 
base-ment [abéismeant] no = 
a-bashed [2bdft] adj. confused; 


not knowing what to do o P 
feeling ashamed or anker 
(with or without a sense of wron 

The poor man stood abashed at th 
eed of wealth. 

a-bate [abéit] vt. & i. P 
make or become dd al 
pw 7 som medicine to abate the 
a he ship set sail whe: 

= abated. @ (P1) put an ie 
0; destroy the cause of. We must 


abbess 2 


able 


abate the smoke nuisance in our big 
cities (i.e. do something to stop 
smoke from factory chimneys, etc.). 
a-bate-ment, 7. [U] 

ab-bess [bes] n. the woman who 
rules the women in an abbey. 

ab-bey [ébi] n. Qa 
building or group of 
buildings in which 
men (called monks) or 
women (called nuns) 


live a quiet and 
peaceful life in the 
service of God. (See 


monastery and nun- 
nery.) @ the whole 
number of these men 
orwomen.@achurch, 
usually large, that 


Westminster 
was once an abbey or Abbey, London 


part of an abbey. 
ab-bot (bat) n. the man who rules 
the monks in an abbey. | 
ab-bre-vi-ate [abrizvieit] vt, (P 1, 


18) make short. “ January" is often 
abbreviated to “Jan.” Ps ln ho 
tion [abri:viéifan| n. O 'U making 
short. @ (©) a short form of a word, 
“ Arr.” and “ dep.” are abbreviations 
of “arrive” and “ depart.” 

ab-di-cate (ébdikeit] vt. & i. (P 1, | 
21) give up (royal power, a throne, | 
an Office or position). When the king 
abdicated, his brother succeeded him 
on the throne, ab-di-ca-tion 
[æbdikéifən] n. & j. 

ab-do-men [ébdamen, æbdóumen)] | 
n. @ the lower part of the human 
body containing the stomach and 
bowels. (Cf. colloq. belly.) (See the 
diagram at backbone.) @ the last 
of the three parts of an insect's 
body. #b-dom.-i-nal [bdsminol] 
adj. of or in the abdomen, as ab- 
dominal exercises; an abdominal 
operation. (See intestine.) | 

ab-duct [æbdákt] vt. (P 1) carry | 
away (a person) by force. ab-duc- 
tion [æbdákjfən] n. 

a-bed [əbéd] adv. (not colloq.) in bed 
or on the bed. 

A-bel [éibl] n. the second son of 
ggm and Eve, killed by his brother 
ain. 

ab-er-ra-tion [ebaréifen] n. O] 
going away from the right path, as 
to steal money in a moment of aber- 


ration; ©) an instance of this. 

a-bet [əbét] vt. (-4-) (usu. in the legal 
phrase aid and abet) help (a person) 
in doing wrong. 

a-bey-ance [abéivns] n. Ü thestate 
of not being in force; the condition 
of not being active for the time 
being. fall into abeyance (of a 
law, rule, custom, etc.), be suspended 
for a time. 

ab-hor [abhs:) vt. (-rr-) (P 1) hate; 
think of with horror or disgust. 
She abhors cruelty to animals. 
ab-hor-renc¢e [abhsrans) n. ite} 
horror; great hate. 

a-bide [abdid] vt, & i. (pret. & p.p. 
abode [əbőud]) @ (P 24) abide by, 
be true or faithful to. An honoura- 
ble man must always abide by his 
promises. @ (P 1) (in neg. and 
interr.; collog. use) endure; put up 
with. J can't abide that fellow («1 
dislike him very much). @ (old use) 
(P 20, 23) live or Stay at. a-bid-ing 
[2bdidin] adj. (liter.) never-ending. 

a-bil-i-ty [abiliti] n. © U power to 
do things; cleverness. Unless you 
show more ability, you will never 
succeed in your work. He is a man 
of ability (=a clever man). to the 
best of one’s ability, as well as 
one can. @ (pl.) cleverness of mind. 

ab-jeet [ébdzekt] adj. wretched ; 
miserable ; (of persons) having no 
Courage and deserving contempt. 


| ab-jure [2bd53:, əbdzúə) vt. (P 1) 


Swear or promise solemnly to give 
up. Some of the Roman Emperors 
tried to make Christians abjure their 
religion. ab-ju-ra-tion [a&bdgu- 
réifon] n. & U , 

a-blaze [əblćiz] adv. & predic. adj. 
© (of buildings, etc.) on fire; in a 
blaze. @ (fig.) bright; flashing ; 
excited. The house was ablaze with 
lights. Her face was ablaze with 
anger. 

a-ble [ćibl] adj. @ be able to, have 
the power, cleverness or chance to 
(do something). (See can, could.) 
4s the baby able to walk yet (=can 
the baby walk yet)? “Shall you be 
able to come (=will it be possible 
for you to come)? @ clever ; show- 
ing knowledge or skill. He made a 
very able speech. He was defended 
by an able lawyer. He's old but still 


abnormal 


quite able (=not yet physically weak). 

ab-nor-mal [wbná:mə!] adj. dif- 
ferent from what is usual, ordinary 
or expected. 
baby to have teeth at the age of two 
months. ab-nor-mal-ly, adv. 

a-board [2b5:d] adr. & prep. on or 
into a ship (and in U.S.A. a train). 
All aboard! (=the ship is going to 
leave; get into it!) They went 


aboard the ship. close aboard, 
near; at the side of. 
'n-bode [ebéud) n. (not colloq.) 


a house. take up [make] one's 
abode, live (at or in). 
?a-bode [2biud] pret. of abide. 


a-bol-ish [2b5lif] vi. (P 1) put an end | 


to; destroy. Zf war could be abol- 
ished, armies and navies would be un- 
necessary. ab-o-li-tion [Zbali- 
fon] n. [0 

a-bom-i-na-ble (absminabl] adj. 
© causing horror and disgust; 
hateful. @ (colloq.) very bad, as 
an abominable dinner; abominable 
weather. 

a-bom-i-nate [absmineit] d. (P 1) 
hate very much; (collog.) dislike. a- 
bom-i-na-tion [absminéijen]) 7. 
OlUja feeling of horror and disgust, 
as to hold a thing in abomination. 
@ © a thing that causes this 
feeling. : i 

ab-o-rig-i-nal [iebaridginal] adj. 
existing from the beginning, as the 
aboriginal inhabitants of a country 
(e.g. the Ainu of Japan). nb-o-rig- 
i-nes [iebaridgini:z] 7. pl. the first 
or earliest inhabitants of a country. 

a-bor-tive [2b3:tiv] adj. not having 
grown properly ; ending in failure. 

a-bound [2bdund] vi. (P 23) be 
plentiful. Fish abound in the sea 
(=there are plenty of fish in the 
sea). abound in. (P 24) He abounds 
in courage (—he's very brave; he 
has plenty of courage). 

la-bout [sbdut] adv. part. @ here and 
there; on all sides; not far away. 
He must be somewhere about (=some- 
where near here). There were several 
men lying about (=here and there) 
on the grass. Don't leave empty 
bottles and waste paper about when 
ou go for a picnic. 1 
et ee he out of bed and doing 
things (eg. after an illness). @ 


it is abnormal for a| 


above 


about to, just going to. He was 
about to start (— was just going to 
start; was on the point of starting). 
in the opposite direction. He 
faced about (=turned round). About 
turn! (military command. Turn 
round facing the other way.) @ turn 
(and turn) about, one after anoth- 
er; in turn. © nearly; almost. John 
is about as tall as I am. That's about 
right. Give me about twenty. Come 
about ten o'clock. @ come about, 
happen. bring something about, 
cause something to happen. be 
going about, be passed from one 
person to another. The news is 
going about that....(=people are 
saying that....). 
2a-bout [əbáut] prep. @ of; concern- 
ing. What do you know about him ? 
What's he so angry about (what 
has made him so angry)? Tell me 
all about it (all you know). @ 
here and there; not far away; on 
all sides; near. Z dropped it some- 
where about here (=not far from 
here). He was tired of walking about 
the streets. Don't leave bottles, tins 
and papers lying about the park. 
Have you any money about you(=in 
your pockets) ? 
in-bove [abiv] prep. @ higher than; 
over. The aeroplane was above the 
clouds. keep one’s head above 
water, (fig.) keep safe; keep out of 


debt. Q beyond ; at a higher point 
than. There's a water fall above the 
bridge. John is above (=cleverer 


than) all the other boys in_his class. 
@ too great, good or difficult for. 
He is above deceit (- so honest that 
he would not deceive anyone). This 
book is above me (= too difficult for 
me). He is above criticism (=too 
great to be criticized). be above 
oneself, (collog.) think oneself 
better or cleverer than others; be 
too proud of oneself. @ greater in 
number or amount. All children 
above six years of age must go to 
school. There is nothing in this sho 
above 50 cents (=that costs mo p 
than fifty cents). @ more thar 
er values honour above we 
ere were above 500 people th ere. 


above all, m 
else. » more than anything 


| 


above 


absolute 


2a-bove [əbáv] adv. @ over one's 
head. My bedroom is just above. (2) 
before or earlier. See the notes above. 
See the above statement (=the state- 
ment that is above, earlier in the 
article, book, etc.). @ in Heaven. 
above=board [əbávbá:d] adj. & 
adv, without any trick or conceal- 
ment; honourable. above=mention- 
ed (2bivménfand] adj. mentioned 
before (in the same page, book, etc.) 

a-breast [obrést] adv. side by side, 
moving or facing in 
the same direction. 
The boys were walk- 
ing three abreast. 
keep abreast of 
[with], keep level 
with. We must read 
the papers to keep 
abreast of the times 
=to know the latest 
things that are being 
said and done in the 
world). 


Walking 
three abreast 


a-bridge [abrid5] vt. (P 1) make 


short or less. Long books are often 
abridged for school use. a-bridge- 
ment, n. Q [U] making short or 
less. @ C] a thing (e.g. a book) 
that has been abridged. 


foreign country, as ło go [be, live, 
travel] abroad. from abroad, 
from a foreign country. far and 
wide; in all directions; wi ely. The 


a-broad [abr5:d] adv. @ in or toa 


news quickly spread abroad (= every- | 


one soon heard it). There's a 
rumour abroad that... (= people are 
Saying that....). @ outside one's 
house; out of doors. You were 


abroad very early this morning ; 
couldn't you sleep? 
ab-ro-gate {&brageit] vt. (P 1) do 
away with; repeal E law or custom); 
abolish. ab-ro-ga-tion [eh 
rəgeifən] n. MM] 
ab-rupt [əbrá j. 
sudden: : eM 
full of abrupt turns and is dangerous 
for motor-cars, 
and speech) rough; impolite. 
as a very abrupt manner. 
The path Was so abrupt that he had 
to get off his horse and walk. @ (of 
a way of thinking, speaking, or 
writing) not joined smoothly; break- 


@ quick; 


He 


not expected. The road is | 
@ (of behaviour | 


steep. | 


| 


ing off suddenly. The ideas in your 
composition are good but the style 
is rather abrupt. ab-rupt-ly, 
adv. ab-rupt-ness, n. 
ab-scess [ébsas, dbsis)] n. a swelling 
on the body containing a thick 
yellowish-white liquid. A bad tooth 
May cause an abscess on the gums. 

ab-scond [2bsk5nd] vi. (P 21, 23, 
24) go away suddenly and secretly, 
esp. to escape punishment for doing 
wrong. 

ab-sence [4bsans] n. @ U) being 
away. (Cf. presence.) During his 
absence in America his son grew up 
to be a man. Did anything happen 
in my absence ( - while I was away)? 
What was his absence from school 
caused by ( -why was he away from 
school)? @ CJ an occasion or time 
of.being away, as a long absence ; 
numerous absences from school. @ 
[U] being without; not having. Cold 
ts the absence of heat. In the ab- 
sence of evidence (=there being no 
evidence), the prisoner was set free. 
absence of mind, want of atten- 
tion. 

‘ab-sent [ébsant] adj. @ away ; not 
present. Why were you absent from 
school yesterday ? @ lost in thought: 
not paying attention. J asked him 
a question but he looked at me in an 
absent way and didn't answer. 


*ab-semt [absént] vt. (ref) (P 1, 18) 


absent oneself from, stay or 
keep away from; not be present at. 
Why did you absent yourself from 
school yesterday ? 
ab-sent=mind-ed [&bsantmdind- 
id] adj. not thinking of what one 
is doing or of what is happening 
near one; often forgetting things; 
lost in thought. 
ab-so-Lute [Śbsəl(j)u:t] adj. @ com- 
plete; perfect; unmixed. A child 
has absolute trust in its mother. When 
Speaking in a court of law, we must 
tell the absolute truth. @ having 
complete power; free from any 
control. An absolute ruler need not 
ask anyone for permission to do a 
thing. The King of England is not 
an absolute ruler, @ certain; real; 
undoubted. jy is an absolute fact 
that the earth 80es round the sun. 
man should not be punished without 


absolve 


absolute proof of his guilt. @ not 
having any conditions. An absolute 
promise » kept whatever 
happens. nb-so-lute-ly, adv. O 
completely, as absolutely impossible. 
@ (collog.) Certainly! Quite! 
ab-solve [abzilv] vt. (P 1, 18) O 
say that a person is free from 
blame, sin or guilt, as fo absolve a 
person from blame. @ say that a 
person need not keep a promise or do 
something that is a duty. 
ab-sorb [2bs3:b] vt. (P 1) @ take 
or drink in. Paper that absorbs ink 
is called “ blotting-paper.” Dry sand 
absorbs water. The clever boy ab- 
sorbed all the knowledge that his 
teachers could give him. @ be ab- 
sorbed in, be very deeply interest- 
ed in; give all one's attention to, 
Harry is absorbed in the study of 
Latin; his brother is absorbed in 
tennis, ab-sorb-ent, adj. able to 
absorb. &b-sorb-img, adj. very 
interesting: taking up the attention, 
as an absorbing tale of adventure. 
ab-sorp-tion [abs3:pjon] n. U) O 
taking or drinking in. Complete 
absor ption of light makes a thing 
appear black. @ being deeply in- 
terested in. His absor ption in sport 
interferes with his studies. 
ab-stain [əbstéin] vi. (P 24) do 
without; hold oneself back from. 
The doctor ordered him to abstain 
from beer and wine. 
ab-ste-mi-ous  [absti:mias] 
holding back from too much food, 
drink, enjoyment, etc.; moderate. 
ab-sti-memee [dbstinans] 7. TM 
holding back from food, drink, 
enjoyment, etc. total abstinence, 
doing without alcoholic drinks (wine, 
etc.) completely. 
lab-straet [ébstrækt] adj. @ sepa- 
rated from what is real; thought 
of separately from facts or objects. 
A flower is beautiful ; beauty itself is 
abstract. 
that is the name of a quality. 
“ Length,” “ width,” “ strength” and 
“ goodness" are abstract nouns. 
difficult to understand. Philosophy 
is an abstract subject. 
2ab-straect [æbstrékt] vf. (P 18) (1) 


uo 


adj. | 


abstract noun, a noun | 


@. 


take away, or out, as 0 abstract | 


metal from ore. @ take secretly 


abyss 
or wrongly. 

Sab-straet [xbstrekt] n. a short 
description of the chief ideas in a 
book, speech, etc. 

ab-struse [abstni:s] adj. not clear; 
difficult to understand; deep. 

ab-strae-tion [ebstrekfan] = © 
iU] the act of abstracting or the 
state of being abstracted. @ ©] 
the act of regarding something from 
an abstract point of view; a thing 
that is considered from an abstract 

Whiteness is an 


point of view. 

abstraction. @ ‘U] absent-minded- 
ness; the state of being lost in 
thought. 


ab-surd [sbs3:d] adj. foolish; silly; 
unreasonable; causing people to 
laugh. al ird-ly, adv. 

ab-sur-di-ty [obsa:diti] ». @ U 
foolishness. @ ©) a foolish thing; 
an absurd act or statement. 

a-bun-dance [sbindans] 2. @ IT 
great plenty; more than is needed. 
live in abundance, have plenty of 
the things that make life enjoyable. 
(Cf. abound.) @ (with indef. art.) 
a quantity that is more than enough, 
as an abundance of good things. 

a-bun-dant [absndent] adj. more 
than enough; plenty of. a-bum- 
dant-ly. adv. 

la-buse [sbjd:z] vf. (P 1) @ make 
a bad use of; treat roughly, badly 
or cruelly. Don't abuse your health 
by working when you ought to be 
sleeping or resting. A good rider 
never abuses his horse (= makes it 
go too fast or causes it to be tired 
out). @ say bad, unkind or cruel 
things about a person. @ (old use) 
deceive. 

2a-buse [abjti:s] 2. @ a bad or wrong 
use. @ [U] rough or cruel treatment. 
@ [U bad language; cursing. @ [C] 
a bad or unjust custom or practice. 
The new governor promised to put 
an end to all the abuses in the 
country. 

a-bu-sive [əbjú:siv] adj. treating 
badly or cruelly; using bad lan- 
guage; containing curses and bad 
words. 

a-byss [2bis] n. a deep orb i 
less hole, as the dyes of ae 
(fig. very deep despair; the com- 
plete absence of hope). a-b y S-mm al 


a-cad-e-my [2kédami] 


Abyssinia 


6 


accident 


[abizmal] adj. bottomless, as abysmal 
ignorance (fig. complete absence of 
knowledge). 

Ab-ys-sin-i-a [iebisinja] n. inland 
country in North-Eastern Africa, 
officially called Ethiopia. Capital 
Addis Ababa. 

a-ca-Cia [ak¢ifa] n. a tree or shrub 


that grows in 
warm countries. (7 
demic tf, wag 
ey ed, (As 
having to do ..@ ns 
with schools, es 
colleges, studies 
or learning. (See 
the picture at 
costume.) @ too 
much concerned 
theories; without 


or importance. 


ac-a-dem-ic 
x 
Pa 


$ 


4 


Acacia 


VAY 
t 

\ 

\ 


and 
value 


with rules 
practical 


n Oa 
school for some special purpose, as 
an Academy of Art (Music, etc); 
a naval (military) academy. @ a 
society of learned men who en- 
courage art, literature, science, etc., 
as the Royal Academy (in London): 
the Imperial Academy of Japan. @ 
a private school, usually for the 
children of rich people. 


say “ Yes” to, as to accede to a request 
[proposal etc). @ succeed or attain, 
as to accede to the throne (—become 


ac-Cede [æksi:d] vi. (P 24) O agree; | 


king, etc.) (also in P 21); to accede | 


to an estate (=receive land or 


property when the owner dies). @ | 


join, as to accede to a political party. 


ac-cel-er-ate [ækséləreit] vt. & i. | 


(P 1, 21) increase the speed of; 
cause to go quickly; become faster. 
ac-cel-er-a-tion [æksèləréifən] 
n. increase of speed. ac-cel-er-a- 
tor [xksélareita] n. anything that 
increases speed, esp. the pedal in 
a motor-car that is pressed down 
to make the car go faster. 


lac-cent [&ksant] 7. GO] O a greater 


force or a different tone of voice 
given to words or parts of words. 
In the word “ to-day,” the accent is 
on the second syllable. @ a mark 
used to show the place of the 
accent. In this dictionary the mark 
(7) is used over the vowel to show 
the accent. @ a way of speaking 


or pronouncing. He speaks French 
with an English accent. 


Zac-cent [wksént] of. (P 1) give a 


ac-cen-tu-ate 


word or syllable greater force or 
a different tone; mark with an 
accent. 

[ekséntjueit] vt. 
(P 1) @ place emphasis on (a word 
or syllable) in speech. @ make (a 
thing) appear more important, 
prominent or forceful. 


ac-cept [aksept] vf. (P 1) O agree 


to take what is offered or given. 
He asked her to marry him and she 
accepted him. Did you accept their 
invitation to dinner? @ say that 
something is true, right or satisfac- 
tory. J cannot accept such a poor 
excuse. An accepted truth ( - some- 
thing that everyone believes to be 
true). 2¢-cept-a-ble [akséptebl] 
adj. worth accepting; pleasant and 
satisfactory. ac-cept-ance [ok- 
séptans] n. taking or being willing 
to take what is offered. 


ac-cess [dkses] n: [0] O a way of 


ac-ces-sion 


getting to a place. The only access 
to the farmhouse is across some rice- 
fields. easy [difficult] of access, 
easy [difficult] to get to or reach. 
@ the chance of getting, using or 
meeting. Students must have access 
to good books. Only high officials had 
access to the Emperor. ®C-CCS-Si- 
ble [æksésibl] adj. easy to get to or 
at. The house is not accessible by 
motor-car (- it's impossible to get 
to the house by motor-car). 

[ekséfon] n. (Cf. 
accede.) @ (0) reaching a state or 
position, as the King's accession to 
the throne. @ (CG) & [U] (an) addition, 
as the accession of new members to 
a political party. 


ac-Ces-SO-ry [æksésəri] n. @ some- 


thing extra that is added, as #he 
accessories of a motor-car (= lamps, 
pumps, oil-cans, tools); the acces- 
sories of a woman's dress (e.g., gloves, 
handbag). @ one who helps in a 
crime or who hides the criminal. 


ac-ci-dence [4ksidans] n. [0] gram- 


matical rules about the changes in 
the form of words (e.g. foot-feet; 
have-has-had). (Cf. syntax.) ` 


ac-ci-dent [éksidənt] n. something 


that happens unexpectedly and by 


acclaim 


7 


according 


chance, usually something unfor- 
tunate. Twenty people were killed 
in the railway accident. without 
accident, safely. by accident, by 
chance. You might cut yourself by 
accident ; you wouldn't cut yourself on 
purpose. meet with an accident, 
have an unexpected misfortune. 
ne-ci-den-tal [ieksidéntal] adj. 
happening by chance. ac-ci-den- 
tal-ly, adv. by accident. 
ac-claim (əkléim] ef. (P 1, 10) 
welcome with loud shouts, as to 
acclaim the winner of a race; to 
acclaim a man (as) king. ne-cla- 
ma-tion [eklaméifan] n. loud 
shouts or cries expressing joy, 
welcome, satisfaction, praise, etc., 
made by many people. carri d by 
acclamation, (of a proposal at a 
meeting) approved by loud shouts, 
without counting votes. 
ae-cli-ma-tize [əkláimətaiz] v. 
(P 1, 18) make or get accustomed 
to a new climate and (fig.) to new 
surroundings and ways of living. 
ac-com-mo-date [aksmadeit] vt. 
(P 1, 18) @ have room for; supply 
with what is needed (e.g. money, 
beds, food, lodging). The hotel can 
accommodate 500 guests. Can you 


accommodate me with change for a | 


£5 note? @ make fit or suitable. 
You must accommodate your plans to 
mine (= change them so that they 
suit my plans). When you go toa 
strange country, you have to accom- 
modate yourself to new ways of 
living (= change your ways to suit 
the new ways). 2®€-Com-m0- 
dat-ing, adj. kind; easy to deal 
with; willing to make changes in 
order to suit other people. 
ac-com-mo-da-tion (okmodéi- 
fan] n. @ 0 a place to eat and 
sleep in while away from home 
(e.g. hotels, inns, 
Hotel accommodation was scarce 
during the Olympic. Games. @ ce] 
a helpful or convenient thing. , 
ac-com-pa-ni-ment [okámpəni- 
g that naturally or 
often goes with another thing. 
Disease is often an accompaniment 
of famine. A song with a piano 
accampaniment. ne-com-pan-ist 
[aksmpanist] 2. a person who plays 


lodging-houses). | 


a musical accompaniment. 
ae-com-pa-ny [akimpani] vf. (P 
1,10,18) @ go with. The warships 
accompanied the merchant-ships 
through the Mediterranean. @ play 
music to support a singer or another 
player. Tae singer was accompanied 
at the piano by Mr. Moore. @ do 
two or more things together, as 
to accompany one's explanation with 
actions. 
ne-com-plice [ekimplis] 7. one 
who helps in a crime or who keeps 
a crime secret. 
ne-com-plish [aksmplif] vf. (P 1) 
succeed in finishing. Poor health 
prevented him from accomplishing 
his task. ne-com-plished, adj. 
clever; well-educated; well-finished, 
as an accomplished young lady (=one 
who is clever in the social arts, 
such as music, dancing, painting, eti- 
quette). ae-com-plish-ment 
[sk3mplifmant] 7. Q U doing. @ 
a thing that is well done. @ (p) 
cleverness or ability, esp. for social 
life. Among her accomplishments 
were sewing, cooking, playing the 
piano and dancing. 
iae-cord [ak5:d) 
own accord, without being asked 
or forced; willingly. with one 
accord, everybody agreeing. in 
accord with, in agreement with; 
in a way that gives satisfaction. 
© an agreement (between two 


countries, etc.). 

me-cord [sk5:d] vf. & i. @ (P 18, 
19) give; grant. He was accorded a 
warm welcome. @ accord with, 
agree with; be pleasing or satis- 
factory to. That does not accord 
with what you said yesterday. 

ae-cord-ance [aks:dens] n. in 
accordance with, in agreement 
with; in harmony with. Jn accord- 
ance with custom, they bowed to their 
teacher. 

ac-cord-ing [ek5:dip] adv. accord- 
ing to, (prep.) on the authority of; 
following what is said by; in 
agreement with; in a way that is 
in proportion to. According to the 
Bible, God made the world in six 
days. He will be punished according 
to the seriousness of his crime (= 
punished lightly if his crime is 


n. @ of one’s 


accordion 


small and heavily if it is great). 
according as, (conj.) in proportion 
as. You will be praised or blamed 
according as your work is good or bad. 
ac-cord-ing-ly, adv. therefore; 
in a suitable way. 
ac-cor-di-on (ak5:djan] n. a musi- 
cal wind in- 
strument. 
ac-cost [ək- 
dst) vt. (P 1) 
come up to 
(a person) and 
speak (to 
him); speak 
first. Z was 
accosted by a 
beggar. 
lac-count 
{akdunt] vt. & i. @ (P 24) account 
for, give a good reason for; xplain 
in a satisfactory way. His illness 
accounts for his absence. If I lend 
you the money, I shall want you to 
account for every penny you spend 
(=tell me exactly how you spend 
it). @ (P 4) think; consider. Jn 
English law, a man is accounted in- 
nocent until he is proved guilty. 
‘ac-count [akdunt) n. @ a written 
statement of money received and 
spent, or of money owing, or of 
business affairs. The manager 
dismissed the clerk because his 
accounts were not in order. I have 
an account with the Midland Bank 
(= I have money in the bank and 
May put in or draw out money). 
Can I open an account with you (— 
do business with you, having a book 
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in which dealings are written)? | 


Don't always believe 
accounts, especially during 
reason; cause. not.. on any 
account [on no account]. Don't 
leave the baby alone on any account 
(= for any reason). on account 
of, because of. on this [that] 
s [that] reason. 
on my (his, their, a Loe 
of me [him, them, ete]: 
(his, their, etc] sake. @ 
profit; value. 
not important; 
value. on one's 
for one's own 


newspaper 
a war. @ 


for my 
use 


of 
having little use or 


story ; description; explanation. | 


| 


accuse 


profit or advantage. turn to ac- 
count, make a profit from. He 
turned his war experiences to good 
account (e.g. by writing for the 
newspapers and earning money). 


take into account, think about; 
consider. make little account 
of, pay little attention to; think 


of small value. take no account 
of, pay no attention to. 


ac-counta-ble kduntabl] adj. 
@ having to give an account or 
explanation. He is accountable to 


me for all the money he spends ( 
he must tell me how he spends it). 
not accountable for one's ac- 
tions, not to be blamed or punished 
for doing wrong (e.g. a very young 
child or a madman). @ explainable. 

ac-count-ant) [akduntent] n. a 
person who keeps accounts in a 
business or who examines accounts 
for business companies. ac-count- 
an-Cy, n. [U) the work of keeping 
accounts. 

ac-crue [əkrú:] vi. (P 21) come ina 
natural way or asa result. Jf you 
put money in the bank, interest 
accrues, 

ac-Cu-mu-late [əkjú:mjuleit] vi. & 
i. (P 1, 21) come or gather together; 
make or become great in number or 
amount. Dust quickly accumulates 
if we don't sweep our rooms. By 
buying ten books every month, he soon 
accumulated a good library. WE-GU- 
mu-la-tion [akji:mju:léifan] n. 

ac-cu-rate [dékjurit] adj. exactly 
right; free from error. Clocks in 
railway stations must be accurate. 
He is always accurate in what he 
says and does. ae-Cu-rate-ly, 
adv. AC-Cu-ra-cy [dkjurosi] n. MO] 


ac-cu-sa-live [əkjú:zətiv] adj. nam- 


ing the object of a verb or preposi- 
tion (esp. in Latin and Greek).—n. 
the accusative' case. 


ac-cuse [əkjú:z] vi. (P 1, 18) say that 


a person has done wrong, that he 
has broken the law, or that he is to 
be blamed. Iż is wrong to accuse a 
person of crime unless you have proo. f 
that he is guilty. the accused, the 
person who is accused of doing 
To cop. in, a court of law. ac- 
“Sa-thon [ækjuzőifən] n. 
accusing. @ [G] a charge of 9u 


accustom 9 


wrong. bring an accusation 
against, say that (a person) has 
done wrong. be under an accusa- 
tion of, be accused of. RC-CU-SCT, 
n. one who accuses. 
ne-cus-tom [aksstam] vt. (P 18) 
make used to a thing. When he 
became a soldier, he had to accustom 
himself to long marches. Europeans 
find it dificult to accustom themse 
to sitting on the floor in a Japa 
house. be |get, become] accus- 
tomed to. The poor boy soon 
became accustomed to hard work and 
bad food. 
ace [eis] n. Qa single spot or point 
on playing cards or dice, as the ace 
of hearts. within an ace of, very 
near to; failing or escaping by a 
hair's-breadth. @ 
(aviator) who has shot down a large 
number of enemy machines. 
a-cet-y-lene [əsétili:n] 7. Ñ a 
colourless gas (C2H2) which burns 
with a clear, bright flame; used for 
lamps (e.g. on bicycles). 


an airman 


acquaintance 


proves the true value of something. 
—adj. sour; sharp to the taste. 
Some fruits have an acid flavour. 

ac-knowl-edge [akn3lids] v} (P 
1, 4, 11) @ agree or admit that 
something is true. You must ac- 
knowledge that you have been foolish. 
He wouldn't acknowledge his mistake. 
@ recognize a person's authority or 
position. Harry is acknowledged to be 
the cleverest boy in the class. @ say 
that one has received something. We 
should always acknowledge gifts as 
soon as we receive them, BC- 
know l-edg(e)-ment {aknSlid5- 
mont] n. @ U] recognizing the truth 
of something. in acknowledge- 
ment of, to show thanks and 
recognition for. J am sending you a 
small sum of money in acknowledge- 
ment of your valuable help. ed 
something given in return for a 
service or a kind act. This basket 
of fruit is a slight acknowledgement 
of your kindness. 

ae-me [čkmi] n. [U] the highest 
point; the point of perfection. When 


ache [eik] ». (usu. sing, with or | b 1 pe 
without the indef. art. but may be | he became prime minister, he reached 
the acme of his hopes. Schubert 


sl. in aches and pains.) a continuous | j ' 
l > p reached the acme of his skill while 


a-chieve 


A-chil-les [akili:z] ”- a Greek hero 


a-eid [sid] 1 O 


pain (not a sharp, sudden pain) as | 


toothache ; headache ; stomach-ache. 
—vi. (P 21) be in continuous pain. 
My car aches. After climbing the 
mountain, he ached all over (= every 
part of his body was in pain). 
fatfi:v] ef (P 1) do 
successfully ; get or reach by effort. 
You will achieve your ambition if 
you work hard. We have achieved all 
that we expected.a-Cl ieve-men 
lətji:vmənt] 7. © C something done 
successfully, with effort and skill. 
The inventor was rewarded by. the 
government for his scientific achieve- 
ments. @ [U] the act of achieving. 
Tt was impossible of achievement 
— it couldn’t be done successfully). 


at the siege of Troy- He could not 
be injured except 1n the heel. 
a strong, sour 


@ (in chemistry) a liquid | 
containing hydrogen and other 
elements, able to turn vegetable 
blues red, as sulphuric acid (H2SO,). | 
Same acids burn holes in cloth and | 
‘wood. the acid test, a test that | 


liquid. 


quite young. 

a-corn [éiko:n] 2. the seed or fruit 
of the oak-tree. 

a-cous-tie [akdustik] adj. 
having to do with sound 
or hearing, as the acoustic 
nerves. 2-Cous-ties, 7. 
@ (sing. vb.) the science of 
sound and hearing. @ (pl. 
vb.) the properties of a 
building (e.g. a hall) that make it 
geo or bad for hearing (speeches, 
etc.). 

ac-quaint [skwéint] vf. (P 18) O 
make known; let (a person) know; 
inform. 4 


An acorn 


Did he acquaint you wii 
the facts (= tell you whet se 
happened)? You must acquaint 
yourself with your new duties (= 
learn them and become familiar with 
them). @ be acquainted with 
have direct or personal knowledge 
of. I have often heard of Mr. A 
but Tm not acquainted with him (= 
I've not met him or spoken to him) 

ac-quaint-ance [akwéintens] n. 
@ [U] knowledge that is obtained 


acquiesce 


1 


0 act 


through experience. He has some 
acquaintance with German but does 
not speak the language very well. 
make the acquaintance of, 
become acquainted with; get to 
know. When did you make his 
acquaintance (= get to know him)? 
(2) a person whom one knows 
but who is not a friend. You might 
borrow money from a friend, but 
not from an acquaintance. 
ac-qui-esce [țkwiés] vi. (P 21, 24) 
agree to or accept quietly or silently, 
sometimes unwillingly, a plan, 
suggestion, etc. She wants to marry 
a poor primary-school teacher but 
her parents will never acquiesce. The 
other members acquiesced in his 
resignation (=didn't oppose it though 
perhaps they wished him not to re- 
sign). ac-qui-es-cence [kwiés- 
ans). [O] agreeing quietly or silently, 
perhaps without enthusiasm. aC- 
qui-es-cent [kwiésənt] adj. 
ac-quire [əkwáiə] vi. (P 1) get (by 
one’s own efforts or behaviour). You 
must work hard to acquire a good 
knowledge of a foreign language. 
He has acquired a reputation for 
dishonesty. an acquired taste, 
one that is not natural. Many 
Japanese don't like cheese when they 
first eat it; it is an acquired taste. 
ae-quire-ment [akwaiomont) 7. 
© [U] acquiring. @ © a thing 
that is acquired through the mind; 
skill or ability. She is always boasting 
of her daughter's acquirements (= 
saying how clever her daughter is). 
ac-qui-Si-tiom [Akwizifon] n. Q 
Be pi chief aim was the 
quisition o, nowledge. C] a 
Dane piat is acquired: MO Pit 
a valuable acquisition to the i 
alal of dur ation, he teaching 
ac-quit [akwit) vt. (-żt-) (P 
that a person ik BS el st, pind 
wrong, as to acquit a person of a 
crime. acquit oneself, behave; dc 
one’s work or duty. ac-quit-tal, n. 
a-Cre [éiko] n. a measure of land 
(4840 Square yards or about 4000 
quae metres). broad acres, wide 
ac-rid [ékrid] adj. sharp, bi 
stinging to the taste (e.g. the smell 
of burning feathers or cloth) ; (fig.) 


sharp or bitter in manner, temper 
or speech. 

ac-ri-mo-ni-ous — [iekriméunias] 
adj. sharp; bitter, as an acrimonious 
quarrel; acrimonious words (strife, 
etc.). ac-ri- 
mo-ny [kri 
məniļ]n.'Ü]sharp- —_ 
ness; bitterness. 

ne-ro-bat§ [sk 
rabet}) n. a 
person who can 
do clever things 
such as walking 
along a tight- 
rope. 2¢-ro- 
bat-ie [iekra- 
batik] adj. Walking along a tight- 
rope ts an acrobatic feat. 

a-crop-o-lis (akrSpalis] n. the forti- 
fied part of a Greek city, usually a 
hill, esp. the fortified hill of Athens. 

a-cross [akri(:)s] adv. & prep. O 
from one side to the other (of). 
There's a bridge across the river. 
The river's a mile across. @ on the 
other side of. There's a forest 
across the river. @ in the form of 
a cross. He was standing with arms 
across. @ come [run] across, 
meet or find by chance; happen to 
find or meet. J came across a very 
interesting book in the library. 

tact [ekt] n. Q a thing done. To 
kick a cat is a cruel act. It is an act 
of kindness to help a blind man across 
a busy street. @ doing. in the 
act of, while (doing something). 
The thief was caught in the act of 
taking the money. @ one of the 
chief divisions of a play or drama. 
Shakespeare's plays are in five acts. 
“ Hamlet, I. iii” means Hamlet, Act 
I, Scene 3. @ a law, as an Act of 
Parliament; the Acts of Congress. 

2act [ekt] vt. & i. O (P 21, 23, 24) do 
something. The time for thinking 
is past; we must act at once. The 
girl's life was saved because the 
doctors acted so quickly. act as, do 
the work or duty of. Many students 
acted as guides and interpreters during 
the Olympic Games. act on [upon] 
advice, do what one is advised to 
do. act on a suggestion, do 
what is suggested. act up to one’s 
reputation, do things as one is 
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expected to do them. @ (P 23) 
behave. You've acted very foolishly 


(behaved in a foolish way). @ | 


(P 1, 21) take a part in a play. 
Who's acting (the part of) Hamlet? 


act the fool, behave like a fool. | 
@ (P 21) pretend; behave so that | 
people may believe. She's not really | 


crying; she’s only acting in order 
to get your sympathy. © (P 21) 
have the usual, correct or expected 
effect; do what is required. The 


brakes wouldn't act and they couldn't | 


stop the car. act on, have an effect 
on. This medicine acts on the heart. 


ed him,” “ punished" is in the active 
voice. In “He was punished,” it is 
in the passive voice. RC-tive-ly, adv. 

ae-tiv-i-ty [ektiviti] n. © [U] being 
active and able to do things. When 
a man is over seventy, his time of 
full activity is usually past. @ (pl) 
what one does. Classroom activities 
are things done by pupils in school; 
outdoor activities are things done 
outside. 


ane-tor [kta] n. a person who acts 


act-ing [Ektin] adj. doing the work | 


of another person, as an acting 
manager (=one who does the man- 


ager's work when the manager is. 


away ill, on holiday, etc.). 


act-ing [éktig] n. (U) the art of | 


performing in plays in the theatre 
or for moving pictures. 

ae-tion [¢ksen} = © U doing 
something; work; movement. The 
time has come for action (- we must 
now do something). A man of action 
really does things; he is not satisfied 
to think of doing things. take ac- 
tion, begin to do something. eda 
thing done; an act. We should judge 
a man by his actions, not by his talk. 
@ gl the effect (of one thing on 
another). The action of sunlight on 
certain materials is used in making 
photographs. @ U fighting; Cl a 
battle. go into action, begin 
fighting. break off an action, Stop 
fighting. killed in action, killed in 
battle. @ (law) take [bring] an 
action against, go to law against, 
in order to have a wrong put right. 


ac-tive [éktiv] adj. @ busy doing 


things; not resting; able to do work. 
He's over ninety years old and not 
very active. A boy with an active 
brain will be more successful than 
„a dull boy. Mount Vesuvius is an 
active volcano (=one that is sending 
out smoke and ashes). (Cf. dormant. 
extinct.) @ practical; real. It's no 
use talking; I want active help. He's 
taking an active part in school affairs. 
on active service, (in the Army, 
Navy or Air Force) engaged in 
fighting. @ (grammar) the active 
voice. Inthe sentence “ We punish- 


in a play (in the theatre or 
for moving pictures). C-tress 
[@ktris] n. a woman actor. 

ac-tu-al [:ktjual] adj. real, not 
imagined. Its an actual fact; rg 
haven't invented, dreamt or imagined 
it, ne-tu-al-dy., adv. @ really; in 
truth ; although it may seem strange 
or difficult to believe. He not only 
ran in the race, he actually won it! 
9 at the present moment; now. 
Which is the political group actually 
in power? 

ne-tu-ate [éktjueit] vi. (P 1) cause 
to act. A great statesman is actuated 
by love of his country, not by love 
of power. 

a-cu-men [2kjd:men] 2. [U] sharp- 
ness of mind; being quick and 
clever, as business acumen. 

a-cute [kjút] adj. @ (of the mind 
and the senses) sharp ; quick. Dogs 
have an acute sense of smell. A 
man with an acute mind soon knows 
whether a book is valuable or not. 

severe; sharp and sudden. A 

bad tooth may cause acute pain. @ 
very strong; deeply felt. His son's 
success in the examination gave him 
acute pleasure. @ (of an illness) 
serious and causing great suffering; 
coming sharply to a crisis. (Cf. 
chronic.) @ sharp; pointed. an 
acute angle, one that is less than 
a right angle (—an angle of 90°). 
(See the illustrations at angle.) a- 
cute-ness, n. a-cute-ly, adv. 

A.D. (éidi:] short for (Latin) anno 
Domini, meaning “in the year of 
te .” (Cf. B.C.) 1601 A.D 
Christ) years after the birth of 

ad-age [#did3] n. an o s 
ke a common he ed ase 

a-da-gi Feline s . 
a-gio [ədá:dziou] adj. & adv. Gn 


Adam 


music) slow(ly)—mn. a slow move- 
ment. 

Ad-am [ddam] n. (in the Bible) the 
first man. Adam's ale [wine], 
water. Adam’s apple, the part 
that sticks out in a man's throat 
and moves up and down as he 
speaks. not to know a person 
from Adam, (collog.) not to know 
him at all. 

ad-a-mant [#domont] n. [U] very 
hard stone that cannot be cut or 
broken. ad-a-man-tine [edo- 
mentain) adj. hard like adamant; 
(fig.) strong in will or character. 
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adept 


new pupils that it was necessary to 
build an addition (~a new classroom 
or new building) to the school. 
They're expecting an addition to the 
family ( the birth of a child). in 
addition to, as well also; 
besides. He studies four hours every 
evening in addition to the work he 
does during the day. ud-di-tion- 
al. adj. extra; added. There's an 
additional charge tf you go by express 
train. 


as. 


ad-dle [ddl] vt. & i. O (P 1) cause 


a-dapt [adapt] vi. (P 1, 18) change | 


and make suitable for a different 
use or for new conditions. Difficult 
books are often adapted for use in 
schools. hen you go to a foreign 
country, you must adapt yourself to 
new manners and customs. A-dapt- 
a-ble [ada@ptabl] adj. able to be 
adapted; able to adapt oneself. a- 
dapt-a-bil-i-ty [adzeptabiliti] n. 


to become mixed or confused, as fo 
addle one's head (brain). @ (P 21) (of 
eggs) become bad, rotten, unfit 
for food. addle=brained, adj. 
foolish; having an empty or confused 
head. 


ad-dress [adrés] vf. (P 1, 10, 18) O 


[Ūū] power to adapt or be adapted. | 


ad-ap-ta-tion [&daptéifan] n. © 
Ca thing made by adapting. @ 'U, 
adapting. 

add [æd] vt. & i. (P 1, 10, 18, 21, 24) 
@ put together; join. 
5 to 5, you get 10. 
two or more numbers; find 
sum of. @ make greater. Jf the 
tea is too strong, add some more 
water. The music added to our 
enjoyment. @ say something more. 
“And I hope you will come early,” 
he added. 

ad-der [do]. @ a small poisonous 
snake, also called viper, common in 
Europe. @ a small harmless snake 
in N. America. 

ad-dict ([adikt] vz. (P 18) give 
(oneself) up to (a practice or habit), 
as to be addicted to smoking (drink, 
stealing, etc.]. —[adikt] n. a person 
who is given up toa habit, usually 
a bad one, as a drug addict (=a 


person who cannot be ha: ith- 
out drugs). dis” wikis 


ad-di-tiom [adifon] n Ou i 
Š U] addin 
together. The sign -+ stands Wis 
aaron @ an instance of 


5+5 is an easy addition. (CE 
subtraction.) @ © a thing that is 
added or joined. There were so many 


If you add 
add up, join | 
the | 


a-dept [ədépt, 


write (on a letter, parcel, etc.) where 
it isto be sent. @ speak to. Mr. B 
will now address the meeting. Were 
your words addressed to me or to 
the man next to me? When you 
speak to the Prince, you must address 
him as “ Your Highness.” ®) ad- 
dress oneself to, work at; be 
busy with. —2. @ what is written 
on a letter, parcel, etc., showing 
the person to whom and the place 
to which it is to be sent; the place 
where a person lives and to which 
his letters, etc. are to be sent. Write 
the address on the envelope. What's 
your address? Let me know if you 
change your address. @ a speech 
made to a large number of people. 
@ [U] manner of speaking or behav- 
ing. An ambassador should be a man 
of pleasing address. @ [U] skill, 
cleverness. @ (pl.) pay one’s ad- 
dresses to, court (a woman); 
show by one’s words and acts that 
one wishes to be accepted as a 
suitor. (Note: In def. 1, the noun 
is sometimes pronounced [adres] 
in U.S.A.) 


ad-duce [ədjú:s] vi. (P 1, 18) give 


as proof; show (reasons). 


| ad-e-noids [édansidz) n. pl. soft 


growths at the back of the nose 
near the throat. They may make 
breathing difficult. 
aédept] adj. very 
clever (in....). —n. one who is 
adept; an expert. 


adeguate 


13 admiration 


ad-e-quate [ddikwit] adj. equal to 
or enough for (what is needed). 
£20 is not adequate for a journey 
from England to China. £2 a week 


is not adequate to support a family. | 


ad-here [adhia] vi. (P 23, 24) stick 
fast to; become fastened to; be 
faithful to; support firmly. Jt had 
rained all day and the mud adhered 
to our shoes. Although he was 
warned of the danger, he adhered to 
his plans to climb the mountain alone. 
ad-her-enee, n U. ad-her- 
ent [adhfarant] adj. sticky; likely 
to stick fast to or become fastened 
to. —n. a person who supports a 
party or system. 

ad-he-sion [2dhi:3an] z. the con- 
dition of adhering or sticking to a 
thing; the joining together of parts 
that have been cut or separated, 
ad-he-sive [adhiisiv] adj. sticky; 
made to stick fast, as adhesive tape 
(plaster). Bandages are often kept in 
position with adhesive tape. 

a-dieu [wdjti:) interj. good-bye; fare- 
well. make [take] one’s adieux, 
say good-bye. 

adj. short for adjective. 


ad-ja-cent [ad3éisont] adj. near to; | 


not far away. 

ad-jee-tive [ed3iktiv] 7; a word 
that gives more information about 
a noun. Jn “the large red book on 
the small black table,” “large,” “red” 
“ small" and “ black” are adjectives. 
ad-jee-tiv-al [edsektdivol] adj. 
of or like an adjective, as an 
adjectival phrase. 

ad-joim [sd33in] vi. & i. (P1, 21) 
be next to or very near (to). The 
playing field adjoins the school. The 
two houses adjoin. 

ad-journ [adgain] vf. & i (P 1;21, 
24, 25) @ stop work or business until 
later. The meeting was adjourned 
fora week. @ (colloq.) go to another 
place. When dinner was over, they 
adjourned to the sitting-room. ad- 

ourn-ment, 7. 

ad-jadge [od3ád3] vt. (P 4, 11, 18) 
decide after careful consideration ; 
settle by law, as £0 adjudge a person 
(to be) guilty [insane]; to adjudge 
land and property to someone. | 

ad-jumet [dd3ankt] 7. @ something 
added to another thing but not a 


necessary part of it. @ a person 
who works with another as a helper. 
@ (grammar) words added to define, 
qualify or modify other words (e.g. 
adj., adj. phrase, adv., adv. phrase). 
ad-just [ad34st] v. (P 1, 10, 18) put 
in order; set right; make suitable 
or convenient for use. You can't 
see through a telescope until it has 
been adjusted to your eyes. A piano 
stool may be adjusted to suit the 
height of the player, ad-just-a- 
ble, adj. ad-just-ment, n. mak- 
ing things right, suitable and 
convenient. Vou will have an accident 
unless you make an adjustment of 
the brakes of your motor-car. 
ad-min-is-ter [xdministe] v. @ 
(P 1) manage; look after. My brother 
administered my affairs while 1 was 
ill. We need the best men to admin- 
ister the affairs of the state. @(P 1, 
18) give; supply. The Red Cross 
Society administered relief (e.g. gav 
help, food, clothes, etc.) to those 
who lost everythingin the earthquake. 
The business of a judge is to admin- 
ister justice. @ (P 1, 18) cause (a 
person) to take. The oath was ad- 
ministered to him (—he was caused 
to take the oath, to make a solemn 
promise). ad-min-is-tra-tiom 
{wdministréifan] 7. @ the manage- 
ment (of business affairs, land, 
property, etc.). @ the government (of 
a country). @ the high officials who 
govern; the Ministry. @ giving 
treatment, medicine, help, justice, 
etc. to others. The administration 
of justice must be the same for rich 
and poor, md-mim-is-tra-tor 
[administreito] 7. one who manages 
or governs. 2d-min-is-tra-tive 
[edministretiv] adj. 
ad-mi-ra-ble (<dmirebl] adj. very 
good indeed; causing people to 
admire. 2d-mi-ra-bly, adv. 
ad-mi-ral [#dmarsal] n. the officer 
who commands a fleet of warships. 
Nelson and Togo were two great 
admirals. 2d-mi-ral-ty (&dmo- 
ralti] n. (cap., with def. art.) (in 
England) that part of the govern- 
ment that controls the navy; the 
building in London where the 
Admiralty officials work. 


ad-mi-ra-tion [dmiréifan] n. 


admire 


@ the feeling of pleasure, satisfac- 
tion or wonder, caused by something 
that is good, clever or beautiful. 
We all feel admiration for people 
who succeed in spite of difficulties. 
Harry spoke German so weil that his 
friends were filled with admiration. 
© (sing, with def. art.) a thing or 
person that causes such a feeling. 
She was so good, clever and beautiful 
that she was the admiration of all 
the young men in the village. 

ad-mire [admaia] oi. (P 1) look at 
with pleasure, satisfaction or 
wonder. Visitors to Japan always 
admire Mt. Fuji. ad-mir-ing-ly 
[ədmáiriņli] adv. with admiration. 
ad-mir-er [adméira] n. one who 
admires. 

ad-mis-sion [admifan] n. 0O Ww 
allowing to come or go in (to a 
building, school, society, etc.); the 
money paid for this. 
mission, 2/-. Admission free. Ad- 
mission to the school is by examination 
only. @ [C] a person or thing that 
is allowed to come in. @ (G saying 
that something is true. The accused 
man refused to make an admission 
of his guilt (=to say that it was 
true that he was guilty). 

ad-mit [odmit] vt. (-tt-) (P 1, 18) (1) 
allow to come or go in; take in. The 
servant opened the door and admitted 
me into the house. Only 100 boys 
are admitted to the school every year. 
@ (P 1) have space enough for. 
The theatre admits 200 persons. (3) 
(P 1, 4, 11, 17a) receive or accept 
as true; confess. He will never 
admit that he is wrong. He admitted 
having stolen the money. P 24 

& y. Q (P 24) 

admit of, leave room for. /1 doesn't 
admit of doubt.(=it leaves no room 


for doubt; there 
about it). The can be no doubt 


other meaning (= 


t was refused 
t allowed to go 
ee ‘cept on business. 
dm3nif] vi. (P 1 

warn (a person) ee ie coo 
Wrong or advise him to do Tight. 
The teacher admonished the boys 
against being late [not to be late). 


Price of ad- | 
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adulterate 


ad-mo-ni-tion [iedmanisan] r. 
Ca warning; 'U advice about what 
is Tig 


ht or against what is bad. 
a-do [2di:] n. {U) trouble; excite- 
ment. 


ad-o-les-cence [edalésans] n. 'U) 
the state of growing up; the time 
between childhood and manhood or 
womanhood. ad-o-les-cent{iedo- 
lésant] adj. growing up. —n. a boy 
or girl growing up (between the 
ages of 13 and 21). 

a-dopt [2d5pt] of. (P 1) @ take a 
child into one’s family and treat it 
as one's own. They had no children 
of their own so they adopted a 
neighbour's boy. @ take an idea, 
method, belief, etc. and use it. 
I like your methods of teaching and 
shall adopt them in my school. 
a-dop-tion [2d3pfan] n. adopting 
or being adopted. 

a-dore [ad5:] vt. @ (P 1) worship; 
love and respect very much. @ 
(colloq.) (P 1, 17a) like very much. 
1 adore your new dress, Mary. a- 
dor-a-ble [2d5:robl] adj. ad-o- 
ra-tion [iedaréifon] n. [U] 

a-dorn [2d5:n] vi. (P 1, 18) make 
beautiful. a-dorn-ment [sd5:n- 
ment] 2. @ [U] making beautiful. 
© Œ] a thing used for this; an 
ornament or decoration. 

A-dri-at-ie [tidridtik] n. the sea 
east of Italy. 

a-drift [adrift] adv. & predic. adj. 
(of ships and boats) moving about 
without being guided; driven only 
by the wind and water. turn 
adrift, (fig.) send (a person) away 
from home without money. 

a-droit [ədróit] adj. clever; skilful. 

ad-u-la-tiom [ædjuléifən] n. MO] 
praising too much or wrongly prais- 
ing (esp. in order to get favour for 
oneself); [C] an instance of this. 

a-dult [ad4lt] adj. grown to full size 
and strength. —n. a grown-up 
person; one who is no longer a 
child. 

a-dul-ter-ate [ədáltəreit] vt. (P 1, 
18) make impure or poorer by 
adding something of less value, as 
to adulterate milk with water. a-dul- 
ter-a-tion ag a n Of 
adulterating or being adulterated. 


adultery 
@ C) a thing that has been adul- 
terated. 

a-dul-ter-y [adsltari] n. U unfaith- 
fulness of a husband or wife; (7 
an instance of this. a-dul-ter-er 


[ədáltərə] n. a man guilty of adul- 
tery. a-dul-ter-ess [adaltoris] 7. 
a woman guilty of adultery. a-dul- 
ter-ous [adalteras] adj. guilty of 
adultery. 
adv. short for adverb. 
re [ədva: ns] vt. € i. O (P 20, 
25, 1) come or go forward; 
help or put forward. Our 
soldiers advanced bravely against the 
enemy. He worked so well that he 
soon advanced to the position of 
manager. The date of the meeting 
was advanced from June 10 to June 
3. (Cf. postpone.) May I advance 
my opinion on the matter? @ (P 1, 
20,21) make or become higher. The 
shopkeepers have advanced their 
prices. Coal advanced 10l- a ton. 
If prices continue to advance, poor 
people will find it difficult to live. 
@ (P 18, 19) pay (money) before it 
need be paid; lend (money). He 


asked his employer to advance him | 


a month's salary. 
“nd-vanee [advd: 
moving forward; forward move- 
ment. Nothing could stop the ad- 
vance of the soldiers. With the ad- 
vance of old age, he could no longer 
do the work well. in advance (of), 
in front (of); before. Send your 
luggage in advance (=send it before 
you yourself leave). 
far in advance of the other climbers, 
you may get lost or meet with an 
accident. Galileo's ideas were in ad- 
vance of the age in which he lived. 
@ rise in price or value. The ad- 
vance in the cost of living was not 
followed by higher wages. @ money 
given before it need be given; 
money that is lent. It is the busi- 
ness of banks to make advances to 
business firms. @ progress. Japan's 
industrial advance amazed the world. 
Science has made great advances 
during the last fifty years. make 
advances, try to become friendly; 
try to end a guarrel. encourage (a 
person's) advances, help him to 
become your friend. repel (a per- 


If vou get too | 


gnusa o 


ad-vance-ment 


adventure 


son’s) advances, prevent him 
from becoming your friend. 


ad-vanced [advdznst] adj. far on 


in life; far in front of others (in 
action, ideas, views, etc). He's ad- 
vanced in years (—he's an old man). 
University men are engaged in ad- 
vanced studies. (Cf. elementary.) ad- 
vanced ideas, ideas that are new 
and not yet accepted by most peo- 
ple. 

[advd:nsment) 
n. (U] progress; moving or helping 
forward. The aim of a university 
should be the advancement of learn- 


ing. 


ad-van-tage [sdvdintids] 1. 


anything useful or helpful; any- 
thing likely to make a person 
happy or successful; the profit a 
person may get from something. 
The advantages of a good education 
are very great. Living in a big city 
has many advantages—good schools, 
libraries, theatres and concerts. take 
advantage of (a person), deceive 
him or use a trick against him. 
take advantage of (a thing), 
make good use of it; profit by it. 
have an advantage over, be in 
a better position than. turn (a 
thing) to advantage, use it so 
that it helps or profits. gain [win] 
an advantage over, do something 
that puts you in a better position 
than. to advantage, in a way that 
shows the good points. The pic- 
ture is seen to more advantage from 
a distance (=its good points are 
seen better). to the best advan- 
tage, in the most useful or profit- 
able way. to the advantage of, 
so as to help or profit. ad-van-ta- 
geous [iedvontéid5as] adj. useful; 
helpful. 


nd-vent [#dvent] n. a coming or 


arrival; (capital A) the coming of 
Christ; the season (including four 
Sundays) before Christmas. 


ad-ven-ture [advéntfa] n. O Q a 


strange or unusual happeni 
one that is exciting er danean 
The explorer told the boys about his 
adventures in the African forests. 
A flight in an aeroplane is no lon 3 
A such an adventure as it used to 
e. @ [Uj taking part in strange 
, 


Ee 


adverb 
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a 


aerial 


exciting and dangerous happenings. 
Boys are usually fond of adventure. 
“Treasure Island" is a well-known 
story of adventure. ad-ven-tur- 
er [2dvéntfara] n. @ a person who 
tries to get things in ways that are 
not always honest. @ (rather old 
use) a person who tries to find ad- 
ventures. ad-ven-tur-ous [ad- 
véntjoras] adj. @ (of persons) fond 
of or ready for adventure. @ (of 
actions and places) needing courage; 
full of danger or excitement. 
ad-verb [#dva:b] n. a word that 
answers the questions “How?” 
“When?” “Where?” He soon 
came. He speaks well. Look here. 
He's very clever. Don’t run too 
quickly. Adverbs are used with 
verbs, adjectives and other adverbs. 
ad-ver-bi-al (zedvd:bial] adj. of 
or like an adverb. adverb(ial) 
phrase, a group of words like an 
adverb. y 
ad-ver-sa-ry 
enemy. 
ad-verse [#dva:s] adj. doing harm; 
contrary; unfavourable, as adverse 
winds ; adverse weather reports. 
ad-ver-si-ty (advé:siti] n. [Uj a 
state of bad fortune; trouble; mis- 
ery. A brave man smiles in the face 
of adversity. 


[ddvosori] n. an 


ad-vert [2dv3:t] vi. (P 24) speak or j 


write about; turn one’s attention 
to. 

ad-ver-tise [ddvataiz] vi. & i. (P 
1, 21, 24) make known to people 
by printed notices (in newspapers, 
magazines, papers sent by post or 
stuck on walls, etc.). Manufacturers 
and shopkeepers advertise the goods 
they want to sell. advertise for, 
ask for by a public notice. People 
often advertise for servants in the 


newspapers. ad-ver-tis-er. 7. one | 


who advertises. ad-ver-tis 
3. - -Lise- 
S entl(England) adv$:tizmant; (U. 


. A.) &ædvətáizmənt] 
izy n. the 
ae of advertising. aao L ae 
es to sell goods. @ [C] a printed 
notice about things to be sold or 
j E are needed, If you want 
EE. pul an advertisement in the 
ad-vice [edvdis] 
vi n. U 
Opinion about what 9 n GE T 


to behave. You won't get well un- 

less you follow your doctor's advice. 

If you take my advice and study 

hard, you will pass the examination. 

a piece [bit, word, few words] 

of advice. Let me give you a use- 

Jul bit of advice ; never go swimming 

just after a big meal. @ (usu. pl.) 

news; information (esp. about for- 
eign affairs or commerce). 

ad-vise [ədváiz] vi. (P 1, 3, 14, 16) 
O give advice to; tell (a person) 
what you think he ought to do. 
If you don't feel well, I advise you 
to stay in bed. @ (P 16) (in busi- 
ness letters) tell; inform. Please 
advise us (=write and inform us) 
when the goods reach you, Ad-vis- 
a-ble [ədváizəbl] adj. wise; sensi- 
ble; to be adv . I is not advis- 
able for you to climb the mountain 
alone and without a guide. ad-vis- 
er, n. 

tad-vo-eate [ddvakit] 2 @ one 
who speaks in favour of another 
(esp. in a law court). When he was 
wrongly accused of stealing. he got 
the best advocate in Scotland to de- 
fend him. ® one who supports or 
defends (a plan or suggestion). He 
is an advocate of more aeroplanes 
and fewer warships. 

2ad-vo-cate [&dvokcit] vf. (P 1, 17A) 
support ; defend; speak in favour of. 
Many people advocate keeping all 
children at school until the age of 
sixteen. 

Ae-ge-an [i:d5fien] n. the sea east 
of Greece. 

ae-gis [i:dgis] 2. protection; defence. 
under the aegis of, with the sup- 
port or protection of. 

Ae-ne-as [i:nites, íiniæs] m a 
prince of Troy: one of the heroes 
of Homer's “ Iliad.” 

Ae-ne-id [j:niid] n. a long Latin 
poem by Virgil, describing the 
wanderings of Aeneas after the fall 
of Troy. 

Ac-o-lus [í:0ləs] n. the Greek god 
of the winds. 

ae-on [f:on, j:on] n. a period of time 
too long to be measured. 


ner-ate [Foreit] vt. (P 1) fill with 
alr or gas. 


aer-i-al [Foriol] n. a wire or wires 


o 


aerodrome 


affiliate 


used for 
radio; an 
antenna. 
—adj. of 
or in the 
air. | 
aer-o- 
drome 


E | 


An acrial 


(Farodroum] n. level ground where | 


fiying machines start and land, with 
sheds and workshops. (Cf. airport, 
Slying-field.) 
aer-o-plane 
machine that 
is heavier 
than air and 
is driven by — 
a motor. (Cf. 
airplane, air- 
ship, glider.) 
Aes-chy-lus An aeroplane 
[i:skilos] n. a famous Greek writer 
(poet and dramatist), 525-456 s. © 


(Faroplein] n. a flying 


JE-sop [i:sop] 2. a famous Greek | 


writer of fables who lived about 
600 years before Christ. 

aes-thet-ic [i:s0étik] adj. @ hav- 
ing to do with the principles of 
beauty, esp. in the arts, as aesthetic 
criticism. @ (of persons) able to 
appreciate beauty. 

nes-thet-ies [i:s0étiks] 7. (sing. 


vb.) the science that tries to show | 


the laws and principles of beauty 
in art and nature. 

ne-ther, ae-the-re-al, see ether, 
ethereal. 

Q-far [afd:] adv. far off. from 
afar, from a distance. 

af-fa-ble [éfabl] adj. pleasant and 
easy to talk to; polite and friendly. 
af-fa-bil-i-ty [zfebiliti] 7. [U] 

af-fair [ofa] n. @ something to 
be done; business. That's my affair, 
not yours (=I must do that; its 
not your business). @ (pl.) busi- 
ness of any kind. A prime minis- 
ter is kept busy with affairs of state 
(=the business of government). 
When he asked me how much money 
1 earned, I told him to mind his own 
affairs (=not to ask questions about 
my business or what I did). De- 
partment of Home (Foreign, 
etc.] Affairs, the government de- | 
partment that looks after the busi- | 


3 


ness of the state at home (inside 
the country) or abroad (outside the 
country). @ (colloq.) a thing or 
happening. The picnic was a very 
pleasant affair. affair of honour, 
a duel. 
inf -fect [afékt] vf. (P 1) O cause a 
change (good or bad); have a result 
on. The unusually hot weather af- 
fected his health. Some plants are 
quickly affected by cold. @ move 
the feelings. The news of his 
mother's death affected him deeply. 
The sight of the poor women and 
children driven from their homes by 
the war was very affecting (=it 
moved the feelings of people and 
made them feel pity). 
2af-feet [afékt] 4. @ (P 1, 2) pre- 
tend (to have or feel), as 10 affect 
ignorance. @ (P 1) show a liking 
for ; be fond of ; make use of. Some 
Japanese women affect European- 
style dress. af-fect-ed [əféktid] 
adj. artificial; mot natural; pre- 
tended, as affected manners (i. e. 
not sincere and natural). 
af-fec-ta-tion  [iefektéifen] 7. 
showing feelings that are not nat- 
ural; the use of unnatural or 
artificial manners, speech or be- 
haviour, as an affectation of good 
manners ; affectation of literary style. 
af-fee-tion [afékfen] 7. @ [U] kind 
feeling; fondness; love. Every 
mother feels affection for (towards) 
her children. He doesn't show much 
affection for animals. @ (pl.) friend- 
ly feelings, as the object of one's 
affections; to set one's affections 
(up)on (=have friendly feelings to- 
wards). @ (© an illness or disease, 
as an affection of the throat. 
af-fee-tion-ate [ofékfanit] adj. 
loving; kind. af-fee-tion-ate- 
ly, adv. yours affectionately, 
used at the end of a letter when 
the two persons love each other 
(e. g. from a mother to her son). 
af-fl-da-vit [efidéivit] z. a written 
statement, sworn to be true, esp. 
one made and signed in the pres- 
ence of a law officer. 


af-fil-i-ate [afilieit] vt. (P 1, 18) join 


with; be or become connected wi 

b th. 
af-fil-i-a-tiom [əfìiliéifən] n. i 
being connected; being received as 


